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Cousin Bait: Blogging to Find Your Family 

Anne Mitchell 
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What is Cousin Bait? 

 
Unless you come from long lines of only 

children in every branch of your tree, you 

probably have quite a few distant cousins 

out there. 
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But how do you find them? 

 

How do you catch them and reel them in 

to find how what they know? 
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Now if you have an Ancestry Member Tree, 

you can find your distant and not so 

distant cousins through Shaky Leaves and 

Member Connect 

 

But there is usually more than one way to 

solve a problem. 

 

Have you thought about blogging?  
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Creating pages and blog posts about your 

ancestors might lead you to cousins you 

didn’t know about. 
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Think about a 

Google Search. 

 

You might type 

in the name of 

your ancestor, 

a location and 

the word 

genealogy or 

the phrase 

family history. 

 

What comes up? 
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Wouldn’t it be nice if it were your page? 
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How do you start a blog? 

 

Blogger and Wordpress have free platforms 

that you can use.  

 

Let’s look at Blogger. 
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Let’s start on blogger.com 

If you already have a gmail account, you’ll 

be logged in. 
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Click on  

Create A 

New Blog 

 

Choose a 

title (you 

can change 

this later) 

 

Chose a 

URL. (You 

cannot 

change 

this!) 
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Click on  

Create A 

New Blog 

 

Choose a 

title (you 

can change 

this later) 

 

Chose a 

URL. (You 

cannot 

change 

this!) 
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You will now have a blog.   

 

To find you, people need to know who you are. 
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You will now have a blog.   

 

To find you, people need to know who you are. Click on your 

profile in the upper right corner. 

Then choose account settings 
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I can now 

click on edit 

profile in 

the upper 

right corner 

and update 

my 

information. 
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I can now 

click on edit 

profile in 

the upper 

right corner 

and update 

my 

information. 
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Now you 

can blog. 
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So what do you  blog about? 

 

Any old thing that pops into your head.  But if you want to 

create some cousin bait, you want to create posts or pages that 

contain information people search on. 

 

What do you type in when you search for your ancestors? 

• First name, last name 

• Dates 

• Spouse, parents, children 

• Locations 

• Phrases such as genealogy or family history 
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So if I am going to 

create a cousin bait 

page for my Great 

Granny Laura, I might 

title it something like: 

 

The Genealogy of Laura 

Cecile Donald Gillespie 

of Rockbridge, Virginia 

(1877 – 1964) 

 

Don’t write short titles, 

they are boring and non 

informative. 
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Photos, if you have 

them, make the page 

more interesting. 
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What do you talk about? 

 

You talk about what you know.  You talk about what you don’t 

know. 

 

You can cite your sources, or include links to them. 

 
Laura Cecile Donald was born February 13, 1877 in Rockbridge County, 

Virginia.  She was the youngest daughter of James Calvin Donald and 

Elizabeth Jane Wallace. 

 

She married Wyatt Paul Gillespie in ? in Lexington Virginia.  Wyatt was the 

son of Jeremiah and Mary (Gillespie) Gillespie.   

 

She and Wyatt had 10 children. 

 

She died August 1964. 
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Now 
what? 

 
Now you 

wait 



  

22 

A couple of blog articles on Cousin Bait from Amy Coffin on 

The We Tree Genealogy Blog 

 

How to Write a “Cousin Bait” Genealogy Blog Post 
http://wetree.blogspot.com/2012/10/how-to-write-cousin-bait-genealogy-blog.html  

 

Why I Blog: Cousin Bait Reels in the Big One 
http://wetree.blogspot.com/2012/10/why-i-blog-cousin-bait-reels-in-big-one.html  

 

Where you can find this in PDF form: 
 

http://finding-forgotten-stories.com/resources/how-to-videos/ 
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