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When did my ancestors die? 

Mortality Schedules are a definitive place to look. 
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When did my ancestors die? 

Make sure you check the causes of death.  
• LM Hopper was murdered. 
• Kisah Jolly died of dropsy.  Dropsy?” 
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When did my ancestors die? 

I found this on 
Medicine.net 



Death Clues 

For women of childbearing age in 1900 and 1910, look for 
the number of children born and the number of children 
living in those census years to see if there are any 
unaccounted for children. 

 

Foltz family, 1910 U.S. Census, Winston-Salem, Ward 3, Forsyth Co., N.C. 



Death Clues 

Look for gaps in the births of other children to try to 
narrow the search for the missing child.  

 

Foltz family, 1910 U.S. Census, Winston-Salem, Ward 3, Forsyth Co., N.C. 
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Read the Census  

Look for people who should be on the next census 

Jeremiah Gillespie family, 1860 U.S. Census, Amherst Co., Virginia. 



  

8 

Read the Census  

Sarah is gone. 

Jeremiah Gillespie family, 1870 U.S. Census, Amherst Co., Virginia. 
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Where to look next. 

State pages 
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Where to look next. 

Virginia, Deaths and 
Burials Index helps us 
discover the fate of little 
Sarah. 
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Look for changes in age and name. 

James is married to Nancy in 1850.  Both are 37. 

John Donald family, 1850 U.S. Census, Rockbridge Co., Virginia. 
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Look for changes in age and name. 

In 1860, Nancy 
is now 7 years 
younger. 
 
There is also a 
large gap 
between the 
last two 
children. 

John Donald family, 1860 U.S. Census, Rockbridge Co., Virginia. 
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Where to look next. 

Nancy Donald does not 
show up in the death 
index for Virginia. 
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Where to look next. 

We do find that John remarries in 1857. 

"Virginia, Marriages, 1785-1940," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/XR41-YD7 : accessed 30 Oct 

2012), John Donald and Nancy Moses, 22 Jan 1857; citing reference , FHL microfilm 33797. 



  

15 

Where to look next. 

Charlton Wallace disappears from the census records after 1900. 

Charlton Wallace family, 1900 U.S. Census, Rockbridge Co., Virginia. 

Donald and Wallace family, 1910 U.S. Census, Rockbridge Co., Virginia. 
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Where to look next. 

We find his obituary in the 
Lexington paper in 1903 on 
Chronicling America. 
 
 
“Death of an Octogenarian,” Lexington 
Gazette (Rockbridge, Virginia), 17 Jun 1903,  
online archives 
(http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/ : 
accessed 26 Aug 2012),  page 3, col. 3. 

http://http//chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
http://http//chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
http://http//chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
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Where you can find this in PDF 

form: 
 

 
http://finding-forgotten-stories.com/resources/how-to-videos/  
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