How to Reveal Your
Ancestor’s Story on
Ancestry.com

Anne Gillespie Mitchell



What is our end goal?
*Not a pile of papers

*Not a nice organized notebook of
records, images and family group
sheets

*We want to tell our family story



How do | tell my family story

Method 1:

— Do a lot of research
— Sit down in front of Word
— Wait for divine inspiration
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Feazell Family History

Ann Irene Feazell

Annlrene “Judy” Feazell, daughter of Adam Franklin Feazell and Clara Ellen Hash, was born4 Mar 1917
in Marion, Virginia.



How do | tell my family story

Method 2:

1.
2.
3.

Learn multiple ways to search
Build the foundation

Analyze what you find; write up
random thoughts and ideas as you go

Ask yourself what should | do next?



Search Tip #1: Start with the Basic Facts

Global searches = 31,000+ titles, 13 billion+ records
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‘ Advanced search » ‘

.~ First& Middle Name(s) Last Name
Name a place your ancestor might have lived Estimated birth year

‘e.g.. Houston, Harris, Texas, USA \ \ | Calculate it




Search Tip #1: Start with the Basic Facts

1) What makes your ancestor unique?
— Name
— Places
— Events
—  People

2) What unique aspects will be included in records?



Search Tip #1: Start with the Basic Facts

What you put in your search form will be matched
in your search results.

Unless you “tune” your search, just one field
needs to match the record to be in your results.



Search Tip #1: Start with the Basic Facts

Name, location, estimated year of birth

Search All results for Ready Cash

First & Middle Name(s)

Results 1-20 of 1,312,705

|. Ready Searching for...
) HavE Ready Cash

e Vi Matching Person (from family trees)
Name a place your ancestor| -°-'7" Virania UsA

Birth: 1800 - USA

|.V' inia. USA morStaﬂawsearch
irginia,

Records  Categories

See more ke this

Marriage: 29 Aug 1823 - Augusta, Virginia, USA
Death 24 Apr 1886 - Botetourt County (Botetourt)

—_— All Catsgories Vi USA
Search * Census & Voter Lists «5 000 Parents Thomas Cash, Jane Camron
S ) H
* Buth. Mamage & Death «%.000 Spouse. Mary Harfigan
Ready Cash
> < (Al
m 0 ] Miktary Paton MeComick MeCiung Famil
* Immegration & Travel 1,004

» Newspapers & Publications wogy  Matching Records

Pictures A 1870 United States Federal Census
* Stones, Memones & Histones 2,795 CENSUS 8 VOTER LISTS
Maps, Atlases & Gazetteers 348 View Imape
» Schoots, Directones & Church 4 000
Histornes
» Tax, Cnminal, Land & Wills *5 000
* Reference, Dictionanes & 183 1880 United States Federal Census
Almanacs CENSUS & VOTER LISTS
Family Trees «5 000 View image

Shortcut Keys *

taue R M Cosh
[Ready Cash|
2ATH abt 1808 - Virginia
RESIDENCE 1870 - Natural Bndge, Rockbridge,
Virginia, United States
RESIDENCE Lenangton, Rockbridge, Virginia

NAME Redding M Cash
[Ready Cash|
SPOUSE Mary Cash
aFTHe abt 1798 - Virginia
RESIDENCE 1880 - Lexington, Rockbrdge, Virgimia
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Advanced
Search Options

Always start on
the search tab

[ | Match all terms exactly

First & Middle Name(s) Last Name

Use default settings ¥ . Use default settings v .
Year +- Location

lAnyEvent 'l ‘ HD ‘l"l ‘ "ﬂ'
|:| Exact Use default settings +

== Add life events (birth, marriage, death, and more)

Family Member First Name Last Name

Choose... v il

== Add family members (mother, father, spouse, siblings, children)

Keyword

‘ ‘ [ Exact

e.q. pilot or "Flying Tigers™

Gender Race/Nationality

l -- Select -- v l ‘ ‘ [ Exact
Collection Priority

l All Collections v le |:| Show only records from these collections

@ Historical records [Z] Family trees
|| Stories & publications /| Photos & maps

@ Hide Advanced  Clear Form

http://search.ancestry.com/search



http://search.ancestry.com/search

Search Tip #2: First and Last name filters

12

|| Match all terms exactly

First & Middle Name(s)

Last Name

 Use default settings v |

(®) Use default settings
( ) Restrict to exact matches and:
|| Phonetic matches

[ Names with similar meanings or spellings

- I 3
| | Records where only initials are recorded ~

About these settings

Choose... v |

Use default settings

|| Match all terms exactly

First & Middle Name(s) Last Name

Use default settings ¥ Use default settings v |

Year (@) Use default settings
l Any Event v I ‘ (") Restrict to exact matches and:
" Exa | | Soundex maiches

|| Phonetic matches
== Add life events (hirth, marriz

Family Member Fi About these settings

l Choose...

[ | names with similar meanings or spellings



Search Tip #3: Wildcards

Try wildcards
with exact on
names to find
unusual
spellings of
names.
Sm?th*
matches
Smith, Smyth,
and Smythe.
You must
have at least
3 characters
to use a
wildcard.

13

All results for G*LI*Spie

R its 1-20 of 40
Searching for esuits 0 of 409
T e 1940 United States Federal Census
LWVED W IRESTERE )

“Amherst County. Virginia, USA® CENSLIS 8 VOTER LISTS

m or Stant a new search View image

All Categories 1940 United States Federal Census

* Census & Voter Lists CENSUS § VOTER LISTS
Birth, Marmage & Death & View imags
* Miltary

Newspapers & Publications : 1940 United States Federal Census

Pictures CENSUS & VOTER LISTS
» Schoots, Directories & Church 4 View Imags
Histones
ROy it 1940 United States Federal Census
CENSLS & VOTER LISTS
Shortcut Keys » View imape

1940 United States Federal Census

CENSLS A VOTER LISTS

View imags

Records  Categones

HAVE Floyd Gellespie

BIRTH abt 1872 - Virgnia
REUDENCE 1835 - Rural, Amherst, Virginua
REQIDENCE: Elon, Amberst. Virginia

riae Lily B Glliespie

EIRTH abt 1879 . Virgnia
RESDENCE 10835 - Ruwral. Amherst, Virgina
RESICENCE: Chatham, Pittsylvania, Virgina

rive Howard Gillaspie

EIRTH abt 1850 - Virgmia
RESDEMNCE 1835 . Elon, Amherst, Virgnia
RESIDEMNCE Elon Amberst. Virginia

raveE Thomas Glllispie

EIRTH abt 1878 - Virgma
RESDENCE 1035 - Pedlar, Amherst, Virgina
RESDENCE: Pediar, Amherst, Virgnia

raneE Robernt D Gillispie
aPousE: Hathe B Gilispee
BIRTH abt 1881 . Virgnia
RESOENCE 1035 - Pedlar, Amherst, Virginia
RESIDENCE Pediar, Amberst, Virgnia



Search Tip #3: Wildcards

e * matches zero or more characters

— Ann* matches Ann, Anne, Anna,
Annabelle, etc.




Search Tip #3: Wildcards

e * matches zero or more characters

— Ann* matches Ann, Anne, Anna,
Annabelle, etc.

e ? matches one character
— Ann? matches Anne, Anna




Search Tip #4: Location Filters

Types of
Locations

Lived in matches
a residence
event, such as a
census location

Any event
matches any
location in the
record

Year +/- Location

rAnyEvent ‘l" | |||] 1’| | |ﬂ

Birth | | Exact

Death
Lived In irth, marriage, death, and more)

Use default settings ¥

Marriage
Arrival

Departure —
Military v |

First Name Last Name

Location

Livedln v | | Wi

Use default settings

Year +- Location
‘AnyEvent ‘r|| H{I ‘r‘ | "ﬂ'

[ Exact Use default settings




Search Tip #4: Location Filters
Start searching at the “smallest location” you know, such as a county.

Expand your search as needed.

Then select adjacent counties

se detault settings « Restrict to exact, phonetic, similar +
and work your way out
Location geographically to expand your
Lived In |E| |r0ckb Remove h
_ Rockbridge County, Virginia, USA s€arcn.

+ Add life events Rockbridge, Gwinnett, Georgia, USA

Rockbridge, Richland, Wisconsin, USA ~ [ [ckbridge County, Virginia, USA Refove
Family Member | ROCkbeare, Devon, England Use default settings -
’m Rockbroaok, Dublin,lre!and vents|

Rockbourne, Hampshire, England @ Use default settings

+ Add family men| g, ~¢hridge Baths, Rockbridge, Virginia, USA

Rockbridge, Ozark, Missouri, USA ber © Restrict to this place exactly

—_— Or restrict £o just:

More Rockbank, Victoria, Australia B © county/adjacent counties
Keyword Rockbridge, Hocking, Ohio, USA ; men -
Rockbridge, Greene, lllinois, LISA © state
L @ statefadjacent states
ad. O OF ST TOEs B
) country

Gender — About these settings

ving Tirers
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Search Tip #4: Location Filters

Match all terms exactly

Name
First & Middle Mame(s) Last Mame
Ready | Cash
Restrict to exact, phonetic, Restrict to exact, phonetic, similar
similar +
Event
Year Location
| Birth | 1800 ++|5 [¥] |
Excact Only Use default settings «
Location

| LivedIn | ™ |Rnckbridge County, Virgini; Remove
Restrict to exact -

=+ Add life events (birth, marrizge, death, and more)

18

Remove



Location
filters

All results for Ready Cash

Searching for..

WAME: "ready” "cash”
LIVED IM (RESIDENCE):
"Rockbridge County, Virginia, USA™

WS e Y or Start a new search

All Categories

* Census & Voter Lists

- Family Trees 15

Shortcut Keys »

Resulis 1—-7 of 7

Selected U.S. Federal Census
Non-Population Schedules, 1850-1880

CENSUS & VOTER LISTS

View Image

1880 United States Federal Census
CENSUS & VOTER LISTS

Wiew Image

1870 United States Federal Census
CENSUS & VOTER LISTS

Wiew Image

1840 United States Federal Census
CENSUS & VOTER LISTS

View Image

1830 United States Federal Census
CENSUS & VOTER LISTS

Wiew Image

1860 United States Federal Census
CENSUS & VOTER LISTS

Wiew Image

1850 United States Federal Census
CENSUS & VOTER LISTS

View Image

Records =~ Categories

HaMe: Ready M Cash
RESIDENCE: 1870 - Natural Bridge, Rockbridge,
Virginia
OTHER: 1870

HaME: Redding M. Cash
[Ready Cash]
SPOUSE: Mary Cash
BIRTH: abt 1798 - Virginia
RESIDENCE: 1880 - Lexington, Rockbridge, Virginia

MAME: R M Cosh
[Ready Cash]
BIRTH: abt 1808 - Virginia
RESIDENCE: 1870 - Natural Bridge, Rockbridge,
Virginia, United States
RESIDENCE: Lexington, Rockbridge, Virginia

nale: Ready Cash
BIRTH: abt 1800
RESIDENCE: Lexington, Rockbridge, Virginia

HaMe: Ready Cash
RESIDENCE: Rockbridge, Virginia

HaME: Readz M Cash
[Ready Cash]
BIRTH: abt 1810 - Virginia
RESIDENCE: 1860 - Botetourt, Virginia, United
States

HalE: Ready Cash
BIRTH: abt 1799 - Virginia
RESIDENCE: 1850 - District 8, Botetourt, Virginia



Sliders

All
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NAME: |
BIRTH: -
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All results for Ready Cash

Search Fil | Home l Family Trees ~
ready
cash
All results for Read
BORN:1800 .
ANY:Virginia,
COLLECTION: Search | AI I reSUItS
Edit Search Feady
cash Search Filters
BORN: 180!
v ready
ANY:Virgini
* Census & cash
» Birth, Mar 2o 2l BORN:1800
* Military Edit Searc ANY:Virginia, USA
> Immigratic COLLECTION:

> Newspapersm
- Pictures

*» Stories, Memories & Histori
- Maps, Atlases & Gazetteers

» Schools, Directories & Church
Histories

» Tax, Criminal, Land & Wills

» Reference, Dictionaries &

All Co

Edit Search = New Se:

All Catannrieag ___ _
349

CENSUS
+5.000
View Im
+5,000
343

All results for Ready Cas

Search Filters Broad Exact
ready i
cash e
BORN: 1800 (]
ANYVirginia, USA [—
COLLECTION All Collections
| All Collections
Edit Search | NCountry
Australian
Canadian
All Categorie| English
French
» Census & V¢ German 000
ltalian
» Birth, Marriat  yish 000
> Mk Scottish
Military Sweiich 000
> Immigration{ UK and Irish 094
United States
> Newspapers  weish 000
- Pictures New Zealand 135
Ethnicity
> Stories, Men  African American 795
Jewish
- Maps, Atlase  Native American 349

Records = Categories

See more like this ...

Natural Bridge, Rockbridge,
United States
on, Rockbridge, Virginia

ng M. Cash

iy Cash]

Cash

98 - Virginia

Lexington, Rockbridge, Virginia



Search Tip #5: Lifespan Filtering

Entering only a birth year
Assume the person lived about 100 years.
Records returned = birth year — 5, and birthdates + 102.

Search Hide Advanced

Match all terms exactly

First & Middle Name(s) Last Name
ready cash
Restrict to exact ¥ Restrict to exact ¥
Year +- Location
Birth v 1800 0 v i}
Exact Restrict to Adjacent Counties ¥
Location
Lived In v Rockbridge County, Virginia, US] |

Use default settings ¥
o= Add life events (birth, marriage, death, and more)

Family Member First Name Last Name

Choose... v m

o= Add family members (mother; father, spouse, siblings, children)



Search Tip #5: Lifespan Filtering

e Entering only a birth year
— Assume the person lived about 100 years.
— Records returned = birth year — 5, and birthdates + 102.

e Entering only a death date
— Assumes the person lived about 100 years.
— Records returned = death year — 105 to death year +2.



Search Tip #6: Limit your scope

At the bottom of the advanced
search, you can see the types of
records you will see

23

Collection Priority

|| Show only records from these collections

| All Collections

" @

| Family trees
/| Photos & map

! Historical records

—

' Stories & publications

or Cancel Hide Advanced Clear Form




Search Tip #7: Collection Priority

Collection Priorit

All Collections o= Add life events (birth, mamage. death, and more)

All Collections

| Historical recon Z}Str e e Last Name

W/ Stories & public | Canadian i
English

R French s B YR
or German SpousSe, Sibings, crigre)
ltalian

Irish

Scottish
Swedish

UK and Irish
United States
Welsh

New Zealand |
S ‘ | | Exact
African Amencan
Jewish

Native American

| | Exact

ionality

: All Collections 4 9 .| Show only records from these collections

! Historical records /| Family trees




Search Tip #8: Use facets

All results for Tarlton Gillespie

Searching for.__
HAME: "tarlton” "gillespie”

SR or Start a new search

All Categories

¥ Census & Voter Lists
* Birth, Marriage & Death 4

(]

* Military 1
> Immigration & Travel

* Newspapers & Publications

- Pictures

¥ Stories, Memories & Histories

- Maps, Atlases & Gazetteers &=

* Schools, Directories & Church +5
Histories

¥ Tax, Criminal, Land & Wills

* Reference, Dictionaries & Almanacs

- Family Trees =5

Shortcut Keys *»
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All Military results for Tarlton Gillespie

Searching for. .
MAME: Starlton” "gillespie™

=N or Start a new search

All Categories

Military
- Draft, Enlistment and Service 827
- Casualties 111

- Soldier, Veteran & Prisoner Rolls & 1,101
Lists

- Pension Records 52

- Histories &2

- Awards & Decorations of Honor 100
- News 4

- Disciplinary Actions 346
- Photos 70

Shortcut Keys »

Results 1-20 of 1,499

Records = Categories

Note: To get better results, add more information such as Birth or Death Info—even a guess will help. Edit

your search or learn more.

War of 1812 Pension Application Files
Index, 1812-1815

PENSION RECORDS

Wiew Image

Virginia Militia in the War of 1812, Val. |
SOLDIER, VETERAMN & PRISONER ROLLS & LISTS

NAMES.

£ ]

Tarlton Gillespie, - -
Willlam Hudron, - -
Ranvom T. Hi .
R ™ = =

Showing 2 of 3 matches found on this image.

U.5., Returns from Military Posts,
1806-19186

SOLDIER, VETERAMN & PRISONER ROLLS & LISTS

View Image

U.5., Returns from Military Posts,
1806-1916

SOLDIER, VETERAN & PRISONER ROLLS & LISTS

Yiew Image

NAME: Tarlton Gillespie
2poUsE: Mahala Gillespie
Reynolds
DEATH: 10 Mar 1868 - Amherst VA
MORE: See all information...

TITLE: Virginia Militia in the War of 1812, Val.
|
CHAPTER: Pay Rolls
PAGE: 342

HAaKE: William T Gillespie
MiLmary: Zamboanga Mindanao, Philippine
Islands
REZIDENCE: Oct 1903 - Philippine Islands

NaME: Harry T Gillespie
MILTARY: Camp Brennan Fla
REZIDENCE: May 1908



Search Tip #9: Do a Category Search
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All Military results for Tarlton Gillespie

Searching for.
MNAME: ftarlton” "gillespie”

SIS or Start an

All Cateqgories
Military

- Draft, Enlistment and
- Casualties

- Soldier, Veteran & Pris
Lists

- Pension Records &2

- Histories &z

- Awards & Decorations
- News <

- Disciplinary Actions

- Photos 70

Shortcut Keys »

All Military results for Tarlton Gillespie

Searching for... 1,499 resuts

HAME: “tarlton™ "gillespie”

or Start a new search U_S. Marine Corps Muster Rolls, 1798-1958
UK, Mavy Lists, 1888-13970

U.S. World War Il Mavy Muster Rolls, 1938-1949
U_S. Civil War Soldiers, 1861-1865

All Categories

Military i ) ]
U.5., Confederate Soldiers Compiled Service Records, 1861-1865
- Draft. Enlistment and Service g27 U.S. World War Il Army Enlistment Recards, 1933-1946
- Casualties 111 .S, Civil War Soldier Records and Profiles, 1861-1865
- Soldier, Veteran & Prisoner Rolls & 1,101 U5 Veterans Gravesites, ca.1775-2006
Lists Civil War Prisoner of War Records, 1861-1365
- Pension Records &2 Canada, Mominal Ralls and Paylists for the Volunteer Militia, 1857-1922
- Histories sz British Army WWI Medal Rolls Index Cards, 1914-1920
- Awards & Decorations of Honor 100 UK, Military Campaign Medal and Award Rolls, 1793-1949
-ES 4 U.5., World War | Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918
o ) - U.5., Civil War Pension Index: General Index to Pension Files, 1861-1934
- Disciplinary Actions 348
UK., Maval Medal and Award Raolls, 1793-1972
- Photos 70

U.5. Nawy Cruise Books, 1918-2009

U.5., Union Soldiers Compiled Service Records, 1861-1865
Texas, Muster Roll Index Cards, 1838-1300

U_S., Headstone Applications for Military Veterans, 1925-1963
Alabama, Confederate Pension and Semnvice Records, 1862-1947

Shortcut Keys *

Records

Categories

346
204
127
104

Results perpage|2|) v| 1




Search Tip #10: Search in a Data Collection
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Family Member First ftane
| Choose... (=] |
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Last Name:

Ceer Formn 1ile Adveneet

What's there is what is indexed

Lived In in Census Records will get
you that specific county

Exact means exact



Search Tip #10: Search in a Data Collection

What'’s in the description?
e Source information

Source Information

Ancestry.com. Maine Marriages, 1892-1995 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com
Operations Inc, 2003.

Original data: Maine State Archives. Maine Marriages 1892-1995 fexcept 1967 fo 1975). Maine.
Index obtained from Maine Department of the Secretary of State, Maine State Archives,
http://wwnw.state.me.us/sos/arc/files/dbinfo.htm

About Maine Marriages, 1892-1996

This database is an index to Maine marriages that occurred between 1892 and 1996. However,
it excludes the years 1967-76. Information provided in the index includes bride's name, bride's
town and state of residence, groom's name, groom's town and state of residence, date of
marriage, and marriage certificate number, if known. The index was created by the Maine
Department of Human Services and obtained from the Maine State Archives. Both agencies are
aware that the index does contain some errors that the original records do not.

Information listed in this index may provide you with enough information to order a copy of a
marriage certificate. Requests for copies of marriage records from 1892-1922 should be sent to
the Maine State Archives via e-mail. Marriage records dating after 1922 can be obtained from
the Maine Department of Human Services, Office of Data Research and Vital Statistics by calling
207-287-3181 or mailing requests to 11 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333, For more
information about these records or to learn how to contact the Archives please visit the Maine
State Archives website.

From Maine Marriages, 1892-1996



Search Tip #10: Search in a Data Collection

What'’s in the description?

e Source information

Source Information

o Data Cove ra ge Ancestry.com. Maine Marriages, 1892-199¢ [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com

Operations Inc, 2003.

Original data: Maine State Archives. Maine Marriages 1892-1995 (except 1967 to 1978). Maine.
Index obtained from Maine Department of the Secretary of State, Maine State Archives,
http://wwnw.state.me.us/sos/arc/files/dbinfo.htm

About Maine Marriages, 1892-1996

This database is an index to Maine marriages that occurred between 1892 and 1996. However,
|it excludes the years 196?-?6.|Infnrmatinn provided in the index includes bride's name, bride's
town and state of residence, groom's name, groom's town and state of residence, date of
marriage, and marriage certificate number, if known. The index was created by the Maine
Department of Human Services and obtained from the Maine State Archives. Both agencies are
aware that the index does contain some errors that the original records do not.

Information listed in this index may provide you with enough information to order a copy of a
marriage certificate. Requests for copies of marriage records from 1892-1922 should be sent to
the Maine State Archives via e-mail. Marriage records dating after 1922 can be obtained from
the Maine Department of Human Services, Office of Data Research and Vital Statistics by calling
207-287-3181 or mailing requests to 11 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333. For more
information about these records or to learn how to contact the Archives please visit the Maine
State Archives website.

From Maine Marriages, 1892-1996



Search Tip #11: Search From Trees

< paternal tree Tree pages v | O find 5 narzan in this trea =3

© Return to Wyatt Paul GILLESPIE

Compare With Your Tree

Wyatt f

Children (0} Parents
& }
Birth 15 Jul 18¢ Wyatt Paul GILLESPIE - % Jeremizh GILLESPIE
Death 19 Feb 1 B: 15 Jul 1865 in Amherst, Virginia 1826-1893
ST —— D: 19 Feb 1941 in Lexington, Rockbridge, Virginia i
& Mary Elizabeth GILLESPIE
1826-1894

* ¥ Lillian HATCHER B: 1872 in Bedfard. Virginia Other spouses (1) =
LD Search records =3 View his family

All results for Wyatt Paul Gillespie

Facts and Sources | |

Media Gall i Results 1-20 of 424 931 Records ~ Categories
Searching for._. '
MAME: Wyatt Paul GILLESPIE i : i d feedback
BIRTH. 1865, Amherst Virginia 9 records already in tree: Smart filtering on ¥ Send feedback | Close &
LIVED IN (RESIDENCE): :
Pedlar, Amherst, Virginia; Pediar A [™ 1870 United States Federal Census Paul Glasby
DEATH: 1941, Lexington, Rockbridge, Virginia [ 1880 United States Federal Census Paul Gelaspie
FAMILY MEMBERS: ) o
Father.Jeremiah GILLESPIE, Math.... [™ 1900 United States Federal Census Whyett P Gilespie
DONALD, La... 94' deat s [ 1910 United States Federal Census
Selsieya ] or Start a new search [™ 1920 United States Federal Census Wyatt P Gillespie
_ [ 1930 United States Federal Census Wyatt P Gillespie
@ Photos (3) NI Stories (10) & # All Categories [™ 1940 United States Federal Census Roy A Gillespie
View Al * Census & Voter Lists 5,000 [ Virginia 1910 Census Miracode Index Wyatt Gillespie
» Birth, Marriage & Death BT [ Web: Virginia, Find A Grave Index, 1607-2012 Whyatt Paul Gillespie
Timeline » Military +5.000 Private Member Photos PHOTO: Penguins
PICTURES : i
) » Immigration & Travel +5,000 CATEGORY Portrat
1865 Birth - ATTACHED TO: Wyatt Paul Gillespie (born 1865)
15 Jul Amherst, Virginia » Newspapers & Publications 5,000
- Pictures 1,509
" *» Stories, Memories & Histories 2,757
1870 Residence - =)
26 Jul Pedlar, Amherst, Virginic - Maps, Atlases & Gazetteers 932
Age: 5 * Schools, Directories & Church +5,000 N .
S Historics Virginia, Select Marriages, 1785-1940 NAME: Jennie Gillespie

BIRTH, MARRIAGE & DEATH 5PoUSE: Cabbal Hatcher

30



Search Tip #12: Photos and Stories

31



Search Tip #12: Photos and Stories

Family Group
Sheet

Tres Cverview
Medis Gallery
All Hints

Face!

™"
O
+ i

— —  Tree Settings
+ Share your tree
e

—

i

1914-1222

32

£ paternal tree Tree pages ¥

L find a person in this tree

3 People (1594) | 3 Hints (1103)

& niHints 103
B Record 946
£ Photo 18
B story 39
= Member Tree OFF

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXY

Filter lazst name bv: 7

Filter by: | First Nams |

Sort: LastMName 2

IEl ACKERLY, Susan Margaret

B: 26 Feb 1845 - Rockbridge County, Virginia

D: 25 May 1885 - Rockbridge Co., Va

ACKERLY, William A
B: 1841 - Virginia
D:

ALEXANDER, Hannah

B: 21 Apr 1745 - Mottingham, Chester, Pennsylvania

D:1835-

ALLEN, Matthew R
B: Abt. 1826 - Virginia
D:

Dl ANDERSON, Linville S
B: 1856 - Graysan, Virginia
D: 1917 - Grayson, Virginia



Search Tip #13: Photos and Stories

paternal tree

in -

| = Pedigree

Ulizn
HATCHER
1875

<
<

I
@ —f—+ O 2

r somcam |
2 KEEZEL
1914-1222
TR
33

< paternal tree Tree pages v

< paternal tree

3 People (1594) @ Hints (1103)
People (1554 |

A People (1534) | & 32 All people with hints 344
@ Al Hints 103
2 All people with hints n Record 946
® AllHints e o~
B Record 8 story 49
2 Photo (> Member Tree OFF

B story

=5 Member Tree

‘ L find a person in this tree

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXY

Filter last name by: z

Filterby: | First

Sort: MostRecent &

HASH, Ahart 1810 - 1890 »

Ahart Hash
Submitted by:
mariahash1

CASH, Lydia 1753 - 1821

g y cash

R Submited by:
H28 cheripickthorn
(]
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What Question are You Asking
and Why You Need to Ask It



Global Search is great. Hints are
great.

It’s a quick way to get started finding
information about your ancestors.

But you need to know what you want
to know before the information is
useful.



Ask yourself, what do | want to
Know?

When and where was James Smith
born?

What was Jane Jones’ maiden
name?



Now that you have the question, you
can identify where you might find the
answer.

Let’s say James Smith was likely born in
the 1800’s in South Carolina.

South Carolina didn’t have birth records
then.



There are still lots of records that will
have the information:

e (Census

 Obituaries

* Marriage records

* Family bibles

* Military records

» Passenger lists

 Naturalization records

 And on, and on....



Location, Location, Location



Records are usually created at the
location the event happened.

Understanding where it might have
happened is key to your search.



Timelines!

Person Adam Boyd Snavely

Date Location
2 Aug 1832

1840
1850
1860
1870
1880
1900
2 Dec 1903
Dec 1903 Atkins, Smyth, Virginia

Event People Thoughts

Birth Adam B Snavely; parents Birth date is from tombstone
unknown

Burial Adam B Snavely Tombstone is in Wassum Cemetery in

Atkins, Virginia; since he died 2 Dec
1903, assuming he was buried in Dec
1903

Source

Find A Grave, database and images
(http://findagrave.com : accessed 2 Sep
2012), memorial page for Adam B
Snavely Find A Grave Memaorial no.
6496210, citing Wassum Cemetery,
Atkins, Smyth County, Virginia.

Find A Grave, database and images
{http://findagrave.com : accessed 2 Sep
2012), memarial page for Adam B
Snavely Find A Grave Memorial no.
6496210, citing Wassum Cemetery,
Atkins, Smyth County, Virginia.



A Life Through the Eyes of the Census

Search

[ | Match all terms exactly

First & Middle Name(s) Last Name

| Adam B ‘ | Snavely ‘

Restrict to exact, phonetic, similar Restrict to exact, phonetic, similar =
Year +/- Location

lEIirth v ‘ 1832 | [u v ‘ | Virginia, USA i
(7] Exact Use default settings v
Location

l Lived In v ‘ | Smyth County, Virginia, USA | ]ﬂ[

Restrict to Adjacent Counties *

o Add life events (birth, marriage, death, and more)

Family Member First Name Last Name

Choose... v i}

== Add family members {mother, father, spouse, siblings, children)




A Life Through the Eyes of the Census

All results for Adam B Snavely

- Results 1-10 of 10 Records ~ Categories
Searching for...

NAME: "Adam B" "Snavely" . P i i
BRTH: 1832, Virginia, USA Matching Person (from family trees) See more like this ...
LIWED IN (RESIDENCE):

"Smyth County, Virginia, USA"
it R Birth: Aug 1832 - USA

EEEEE] or start a new search Marriage: 1866 - Virginia, USA

Death: 23 Jul 1902 - Smyth, Virginia, USA

All Categories Spouse: Mollie Repass
* Census & Voter Lists 10
- Family Trees 541

Adam Boyd Snawvely
Big Tree

Shortcut Keys »

Matching Records

1880 United States Federal Census NAME: Adam B. Snauly
CENSUS & VOTER LISTS [Adam Snavely]
) 3POUSE: Mollie E. Snauly
View Image o
BIRTH: abt 1833 - Virginia
RESIDENCE: 1880 - Marion, Smyth, Virginia
1900 United States Federal Census NAME: Adam Snoveley
CENSUS & VOTER LISTS [Adam Snavely]
) sPoUSE: Mollie E Snoveley
View Image o
BIRTH: Aug 1832 - Virginia
BIRTH: Virginia
MORE: See all information...
1870 United States Federal Census NAME: Adam Snavely
CENSUS & VOTER LISTS BIRTH: abt 1833 - Virginia
) RESIDENCE: 1870 - Marion, Smyth, Virginia, United
View Image

States



With Just a Click, the Record is Part of a Tree

Now you could just save it
to your tree.

But what might you be
missing?



What Treasures are Hiding in Your Tree?

R v

|

a1+ 02

ldella J SNAVELY

1866-1942

Spouse & Children v

J John D FEAZELL
L Eibert A FEAZELL

Adam SNAVELY
1784-1825

—F Jonn snavELY

v

I Eiizabeth MUSSER

Nicholas SNAVELY
1811-1898

v

Elizabeth WASSUM
1787-

& '] Nicholas WASSUM

v

- Adam Boyd SNAVELY
» 1832-1903

F'] Eiizabetn DELONG

v

—1] Henry PICKLE

v

m—{g Barbara PICKLE

Mary Mollie PICKLE
1815-1894

7 1| Peter KINDER

F 3| mary STALEY

v

Samuel REPASS
1776-1840

Solomon PICKLE

: 1798-1863
Mary M M KINDER
1796-1845

~|ll| sonn Jacop REPASS

v

-] Anna GERBER

v

John REPASS
1806-

A Joseph N FEAZELL
A Adam F FEAZELL
J Emmett L FEAZELL
A George G FEAZELL
I Lula Ethel FEAZELL
. Ruth Ella FEAZELL
L Gordon W FEAZELL

- Mollie E REPASS
1840-1911

g Polly TARTER

—[ﬁl & Add Father

F T 4 Add Mother

B William WALTERS

—‘El == Add Father

Catherine WALTERS
1815-1860

LFT + Ada motner

g Barbara WALTERS

T 4 Aad Fatner

T o Te e e

L7 4+ A mother
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Methodology

Find the Census

Document what you see — EVERYTHING!
Update your Person Timeline

Update your Time and Place Timeline

Ask yourself, what do | need to research
AND write it down
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What did we learn from the 1900 census?
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 Aug 1832 — Adam Snavely was born in Virginia

e Oct 1841 — Mollie E was born in Virginia

« 1866 — Adam, age 34, and Mollie E, age 25, were married, most
likely in Virginia

* Aug 1871 — Mollie V Snavely was born, daughter of Adam and
most likely Mollie E

 Oct 1878 — Gordon A Snavely was born, son of Adam and most
likely Mollie E

* Apr 1882 — Effie C Snavely was born, daughter of Adam and
most likely Mollie E



What did we learn from the 1900 census?
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e 1900 — Adam, Mollie E, Mollie V, Gordon A, and Effie C were all
living in Atkins, Smyth, Virginia.

* Mollie E had 6 children all of whom are reported as living.

 Only 3 are currently living with her.

* Everyone is reported as living in Virginia and having parents
born there.



What did we learn from the 1900 census?
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Time to update the timeline

Date Location Event People Thoughts Source
2 Aug 1832 Birth Adam B Snavely; parents Birth date is from tombstone Find A Grave, database and images
{http://findagrave.com : accessed 2 Sep
unknown 2012), memorial page for Adam B
Snavely Find A Grave Memarial no.
6496210, citing Wassum Cemetery,
Atkins, Smyth County, Virginia.
1840
1850
1860
1870
1880
1900 Atkins, Smyth, Virginia Census Enumeration Adam B, Mollie E, Mollie V, Mollie V, Gordon A, and Effie C are 1900 U.5. census, Smyth county,
. . . . Virginia, population schedule, Atkins
Gordon A, and Effice Snavely listed as Adam's children and Voting Precinct, [unnumbered], ED 78,
presumably Mollie E's; Mollie E has six  sheet 4-8, dwelling 76, family 81, Adam
. .. . B 5i lvh hald; datah d
children all living; 3 are most likely Snavely housenold, database an
] . digital images, Ancestry.com
listed; Adam owns his farm free from  (http://www ancestry.com : accessed
mortgage; Adam is a magistrate; 11/4/2009); citing NARA microfilm
-, . publication T623, roll 1728.
Maollie's are both cooks; Gordon Ais a
farmer; everyone was born in Virginia
as were their parents
2 Dec 1903 [
Dec 1903 Atkins, Smyth, Virginia Burial Adam B Snavely Tombstone is in Wassum Cemetery in  Find AGrave, database and images
. e . . . {http://findagrave.com : accessed 2 Sep
Atkins, Virginia; since he died 2 Dec 2012), memorial page for Adam 8
1903, assuming he was buried in Dec  Snavely Find AGrave Memorial no.
1903 6496210, citing Wassum Cemetery,
Atkins, Smyth County, Virginia.

First, update the census information



Time to update the timeline

Date Location Event People Thoughts Source
2 Aug 1832 Virginia Birth Adam B Snavely; parents Birth date is from tombstone Find A Grave, database and images
(http://findagrave.com : accessed 2 Sep
unknown 2012), memorial page for Adam B
Snavely Find A Grave Memaorial no.
5496210, citing Wassum Cemetery,
Atkins, Smyth County, Virginia.
1840
Oct 1841 Virginia Birth Mollie E unknown Adam's wife, Mollie E is born 1500 census
1850
1860
1866 Virginia Marriage  Adam and Mollie are married  This is approximate from the 1900 census 1900 census
1870
Aug 1871 Virginia Birth Mollie V Snavely, Adam and Mollie V Snavely is born, daughter of Adam and 1300 census
Mollie E Mollie V
Oct 1878 Virginia Birth Gordon A Snavely, Adam and Gordon A Snavely is born, son of Adam and Mollie 1900 census
Mollie E v
1880
Apr 1882 Virginia Birth Effie C Snavely, Adam and Effie C Snavely was born, daughter of Adam and 1300 census
Mollie V most likely Mollie E, who would have been 41 years
old
1900 Atkins, Smyth, Virginia Census Adam B, Mollie E, Mollie V, Mollie V, Gordon A, and Effie C are listed as Adam's 1900 US. census, Smyth county,
. . . - . . Wirginia, population schedule, Atkins
Enum Gordon A, and Effice Snavely children and presumably Mollie E's; Mollie E has six o400 precinct, junnumbered], ED 75,
children all living; 3 are most likely listed; Adam sheet 4-B, dwelling 76, family 81, Adam

B Snavely household; database and
digital images, Ancestry.com
magistrate; Mollie's are both cooks; Gordon Ais a8  [httpy//www.ancestry.com : accessed
11/4/2009); citing NARA microfilm
publication T623, roll 1728.

owns his farm free from mortgage; Adam is a

farmer; everyone was born in Virginia as were their

parents

Add in the vital information you have found
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Time to update the timeline

Oct 1841 Virginia Birth
1850
1860
1866 Virginia Marriage
1870
Aug 1871 Virginia Birth
Oct 1878 Virginia Birth
1880
Apr 1882 Virginia Birth

1900 Atkins, Smyth, Virginia Census
Enum

2 Dec 1903
Dec 1903 Atkins, Smyth, Virginia Burial

Mollie E unknown

Adam and Mollie are married

Mollie V Snavely, Adam and
Mollie E

Gordon A Snavely, Adam and
Mollie E

Effie C Snavely, Adam and
Mollie V

Adam B, Mollie E, Mollie V,
Gordon A, and Effice Snavely

Adam B Snavely

Adam's wife, Mollie E is born

This is approximate from the 1900 census

Mollie V Snavely is born, daughter of Adam and
Mollie V

Gordon A Snavely is born, son of Adam and Mollie
A"

Effie C Snavely was born, daughter of Adam and
most likely Mollie E, who would have been 41 years
old

Mollie V, Gordon A, and Effie C are listed as Adam’s
children and presumably Mollie E's; Mollie E has six
children all living; 3 are most likely listed; Adam
owns his farm free from mortgage; Adam is a
magistrate; Mollie's are both cooks; Gordon Ais a
farmer; everyone was born in Virginia as were their
parents; also on the page Calhouns, John and Cora
Ann Snavely and John and Idella Feazell; Cora Ann
Snavely and ldella Feazell were also cooks

Tombstone is in Wassum Cemetery in Atkins,
Virginia; since he died 2 Dec 1903, assuming he was
buried in Dec 1903

1900 census

1900 census

1900 census

1900 census

1900 census

1900 U.5. census, Smyth county,
Virginia, population schedule, Atkins
Woting Precinct, [unnumbered], ED 78,
sheet 4-8, dwelling 76, family 81, Adam
B Snavely household; database and
digital images, Ancestry.com
(http://www ancestry.com : accessed
11/4/2009); citing NARA microfilm
publication T623, roll 1728.

Find A Grave, database and images
{http://findagrave.com : accessed 2 Sep
2012), memorial page for Adam B
Snavely Find A Grave Memorial no.

Add in interesting neighbors and other information you might find



Create a list of research questions

Research Questions

1. What was Mollie E's maiden name?

2. Who were the other 3 children?

3. Where were the 4 women "cooks" at?

4. |s the John Snavely living next door a relative?

5. Are any of the other neighbors?

6. Adam owned a farm, there must be a deed for it.




Add in 1880 and 1870

2 Aug 1832 Virginia

1840
Oct 1841 Virginia

1850
1860
1866 Virginia
1867 Virginia

1869 Virginia

Sep 1869 Virginia

1870 Marian, Smyth,
Virginia

Birth

Birth

Marriage
Birth

Birth

Birth

Census
Enum

Adam B Snavely; parents
unknown

Mollie E unknown

Adam and Mollie are married
Idella J Snavely, Adam and
Mollie E

Nicholas J L Snavley, Adam and
Mollie E

Oregon H, Adam and Mollie E

Adam, Mary E, Idella J,

Nicholas J, and Oregon H all
living in house

Birth date is from tombstone

Adam's wife, Mollie E is born; in 1870 census,
Adam's wife is listed as Mary E born in 1843, s this

the same woman?

This is approximate from the 1900 census

1867 in 1880, 1866 in 1870

Could this be the John Snavley we saw in the 1900
census living next door? In 1900, he is listed as
being born in Nov 1866; this is a maybe; 1868 in

1870

1870 gives specific birth month/year as Sep 1869;

Why the name Oregon?

Oregon age seems more specific here, obviously
flucates a bit in the next census; Adam owns 52000
work of property, seems signficant; Are Mary and
Maollie the same person? The two names are used

interchangeably

Find A Grave, database and images
{http://findagrave.com : accessed 2 Sep
2012), memaorial page for Adam B
Snavely Find A Grave Memorial no.
6496210, citing Wassum Cemetery,
Atkins, Smyth County, Virginia.

1900 census; 1880 census; 1870
Census

1900 census

1830 census; 1870 census

1880 census; 1870 census

1880 census; 1870 census

1870 U5, census, Smyth County,
Virginia, population schedule, Marion
Township, p. 62 (penned), dwelling
406, family 412, Adam Snavely
household; database and digital
images, Ancestry.com
{http:/fwww.ancestry com : accessed 2
Jun 2010); digital images, citing NARA
microfilm publication, M653, roll
1679.




Th 1 8 60 C SINAVELY, william H In your ree NICnoias snavely Remove

1860 United States Federal Census =bout Adam B Snaveley

Is this the right Adam? Name:  Adam B Snaveley

Agein 1860: 28

Birth Year: abt 1832
P b b I Birthplace: Virginia
ro a e ° Home in 1860: Smyth, Virginia
Gender: Male

Post Office:  Seven Mile Ford

We be I ieve Ad a m a n d i Value of real estate: View image

. . . Household Members: Name Age
Mollie E were married in Nicholas Snaveley .
Molly Snaveley 45 &view original image
1866. So he would be Adam B Snaveley 28 [3) View blank form
William H Snaveley 20
living with his parents in s onky
- Susan E Snaveley 15

1 8 60 Alexander S Snaveley 13
° 1

Mary J Snaveley
Elizabeth Gross 46

Birth year is 1832 and the ey

Attach this record to a person in your tree as a source record, or save for later
evaluation.

county, Smyth, is correct.

Source Citation: Year: 1860; Census Place: , Smyth,
Virginia; Roll: M653_1377; Page: 1007; Image: 489; Family History Library
Film: 805377.

Source Information:

V4
Adam’s presumed
’ . . . ) N
father’s name is Nicholas; [ ey oo e stves el owenie fmibeass

Images reproduced by FamilySearch.

NATIONAI

he has a son named ARCHIVES
Nicholas.



The 1860 Census

1860 United States Federal Census =lout Adam Snavely
Name: Adam Snavely
Agein 1860: 20
Birth Year: abt 1840

Birthplace: Virginia
Home in 1860: District 68, Wythe, Virginia
Gender; Male

Value of real estate: View image

LARARARE RN R AR e

Household Members: Name Age
B F Snavely 30 -
. . Sarah Snavely 19 '
Is this the right Adam? Ve ey A2 e e i
Adam Snavely 20 L)_:' View blank form

P . b I Save This Record
O S S I y . Attach this record to a person in your tree as a source record, or save for later

evaluation.

“

Th e age IS Off by a 8 Source Citation: Year: 1860; Census Place: District 68, Wythe,

Virginia; Roll: M653_1385; Page: 812; Image: 169; Family History Library

yea rS. Film: 805385.

Source Information:

Ancestry.com. 1860 United States Federal Census [database
on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 20009.
Images reproduced by FamilySearch.

And the location is Wythe

n Ot SI I Iyt h Original data: 1860 U.S. census, population schedule. NARA microfilm publication
M653, 1,438 rolls. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration,




The 1860 Census
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The 1860 Census
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* There is something strange about the age of Mary J and the
distance between Alexander and Mary J

* Itis also interesting that both Nicholas and Adam own property
and have a personal estate



The 1860 Census
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1811 — Nicholas Snavely born in Virginia

1815 — Molly Snavely (maiden name unknown) born in Virginia
1832 — Adam B Snavely born in Virginia

1840 — William H Snavely born in Virginia

1843 — Ferdinand S Snavely born in Virginia

1845 — Susan E Snavely born in Virginia

1847 — Alexander S Snavely born in Virginia

1859 — Mary J Snavely born in Virginia

1814 — Elizabeth Gross born in Virginia




The 1860 Census
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Surnames on the page:
Hutton, Camary, Goodpasture, Johnson, Hoofnagle.

Everyone on the page owns land; working as Farmers, Carpenters,
next door to Nicholas is John T Johnson, Sherriff



Who was young Mary Jane?

John Snavely

Adam Snavely

Barbara Snavely

Philip Aker

Nicholas Snavely

Adam Boyd Snavely

Mary Jane Aker

Mary Jane Emma
Snavely




Update the timeline

Date Location
1811 Virginia
1815 Virginia

2 Aug 1832 Virginia

1840 Virginia
1840
Oct 1841 Virginia

1843 Virginia
1845 Virginia
1847 Virginia
1850

1859 Virginia

1860 Smyth, Virginia

Event
Birth
Birth
Birth

Birth

Birth

Birth

Birth

Birth

Birth

Census
Enum

People

Nicholas Snavely

Mally ?7?

Adam B Snavely; parents
unknown

William H Snavely

Mollie E unknown

Ferdinand S Snavely
Susan E Snavely
Alexander S Snavely

Mary Jane Snavely

Nicholas, Molly, Adam B,
William H, Ferdinand S, Susan E,
Alexander S, and Mary J
Snavely; Elizabeth Gross

Thoughts

| believe this to be Adam's father

| believe this to be Adam's mother
Birth date is from tombstone

| believe this to be Adam's brother

Adam's wife, Mollie E is born; in 1870 census,
Adam's wife is listed as Mary E born in 1843. s this
the same woman?

| believe this to be Adam's brother

| believe this to be Adam's sister

| believe this to be Adam's brother

Passibly the daughter of Nicholas and Molly, but
maybe she belongs to another Snavely family who
can't take care of her;

It seems odd that Mary 1 is so much younger than
the rest of the children; why do both Adam and
Nicholas own property and have personal wealth;
Surnames on the page: Hutton, Camary,
Goodpasture, lohnson, Hoofnagle;Everyone on the
page owns land; working as Farmers, Carpenters,
next door to Nicholas is John T Johnson, Sheriff

Source
1860 Census

1860 Census

Find A Grave, database and images
(http://findagrave.com : accessed 2 Sep
2012), memorial page for Adam B
Snavely Find A Grave Memarial no.
5496210, citing Wassum Cemetery,
Atkins, Smyth County, Virginia.

1860 Census

1900 census; 1880 census; 1870
CENSUS

1860 Census
1860 Census

1860 Census

1860 Census

1860 U.5. census, Smyth County,
Virginia, population schedule, p. 145
{penned), dwelling 948, family 951,
Nicholas Snavely household; database
and digital images, Ancestry.com
(http:/fwaww ancestry com : accessed 2
Jun 2010); digital images, citing NARA
microfilm publication, M&53, roll
1377.



Vital Records: Birth, Marriage
and Death
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ancestry Welcome to the Ancestry.com Family History
Mki Immigration records Stats research
A great place to learn more about family history ru;:: rJtr: ciim rffé,c:
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Read more here.

Contribute to the Wiki

means writing a brand new article about a topic we
haven't covered yet, even better.
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Red Book: American State, County, and Town Sources

Red Book: American State, County, and Town Sourcesis a reference book published by Ancestry Publishing.
The first edition, called Ancestry’s Red Book: American State, County, and Town Sourceswas published in
1989 and was edited by Alice Eichholz, Ph.D., CG. A revised edition was published in 1992. The current Ko aioN
edition, the third, was published in 2004 when the title was changed to smply Red Book: American State,
County, and Town Sources.

Amarican State, County, and Town Sourtes

Contents [hidz]

1 About the content
2 About the contributors
3 Red Book Online

3.1 Third Edition Table of Contents

4 External Links

About the content

Red Book is designed to help family historians learn where to find information about their ancestors by taking an
approach focused on localies. It is an expansive guide to the most useful resources in each of the fifty United
States and the District of Columbia. Organized by state, the content easily directs the user to information-rich
resources in areas including:

= Vital Records

= Census Records

= Internet Resources

= County Resources

= Background Sources
= Land Records

= Probate Records

:;.-.:S.Eg;‘\p! _ Vermost 5
ool ¥ ey )
LA RSy

L

A sample of a county map“r"
for Vermont included in Red
« Court Records Book: American State,
County, and Town

= Tax Records Pk
= Cemetery Records

= Church Records

= Miitary Records
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ThHis entry was originaly written by Johni Cerny and Gareth L. Mark for Red Book: American State, County, and Town Sources.

History of Virginia

Virginia was established as an economic venture that got off to a very
shaky start. In 1584 Queen Elizabeth I of England gave Sir Walter Ralegh

[]

L]

[]

® Recent chang
® Random pegs
[]

Help

search

ission to establish colonies in the New
area for the Virgin Queen, but his
petween one supply ship’s arrival and

Select Virginia Vital Records

5 were looking for a finandial

E] Search
toolbox
m What links here

m Printable versicn
m Permanent link

world archives project

1 World Archives
Dashboard
8 World Archives Wiki

|'| opportunity that would return their investment on the fabulous scale of the six-year-old British East India
Company. The endless lands of the new world appeared to contain such a golden promise.

In 1606 King James I chartered the Virginia Company of London (often called the London Company). In
April 1607 the Susan Constant, the Godspeed, and the Discovery, commanded by Capt. Christopher
Newport, made landfal at Point Comfort. Sealed orders appointing seven men to the Council were opened,
and the Coundi elected Edward Maria Wingfield president. Under his direction, “gentlemen,” craftsmen,
and laborers founded the first permanent English settlement on James Isle. Long on expectations but
short on experience, they were struck with disaster. The struggle and hardships that decmated and
discouraged the colonists are well known. So few of those who arrived on the first three ships survived
that not many Americans living today can trace their ancestry to an original Jamestown settler. The
Colony was nearly abandoned in 1610 and might not have survived but for one man—John Rolfe.

In 1612, John Rolfe began experiments in growing and processing tobacco. His export of tobacco to a
London merchant in 1614 began a trade that made Virginia viable economicaly. Then he married
Pocahontas, daughter of the great werowance, or sub-chief, Powhatan, which helped assure a few years
of peaceful coexistence with the native tribes of Virginia.

The London Company was reorganized under the Great Charter of 1618, and by the end of 1619, several
events occurred that had far-reaching impact. Free settlers were granted land, establishing property
ownership. The House of Burgesses, America’s first representative assembly, was organized, setting an
example for representative democracy. A program encouraging emigration of “Maides to make Wives”
began in England, ensuring that the population of Virginia would be self-sustaining. Unexpectedly, a Dutch

trader from the West Indies arrived in August 1619 with a cargo of African-American colonists who were sold into indentured servitude (slavery

did not yet exist in Virginia). This event helped foreshadow slavery and the Civil War.

This article is part of

ik

the Virginia Family History
Research series.

History of Virginia

} Virginia Vital Records

Census Records for Virginia
Background Sources for Virginia
Virginia Maps
Virginia Land Records
\firginia Probate Records
Virginia Court Records
Virginia Tax Records
\irginia Cemetery Records
\irginia Church Records
Virginia Military Records
Virginia Periodicals, Mewspapers,
and Manuscript Collections
\Virginia Archives, Libraries, and
Societies
Virginia Immigration
African Americans of Virginia
Virginia County Resources
Virginia City Resources

Map of Virginia
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ancestry Virginia Vital Records
This entry was originaly written by Johni Cerny and Gareth L. Mark for Red Book: American 5tate, County, and Town Sources.
This article is part of
navigation The first laws of Virginia were called the Lawes Divine, Morall and Martizll and were enacted by Sir Thomas
® Msin Page Dale in 1610. Dale's Code required colonial Virginia ministers to record all christenings, marriages, and ;
® Community ports burials in registers, in much the same way those events were recorded in England. Most of the registers
T compiled in response to the law have not survived. In 1619 ministers were required to present the register the Virginia Family History
m Rzndom page to the Secretary of the Colony, and in 1642 the parish clerks were required to submit a monthby list of vital Research series.
= Help records to the "commander of every monethly court.” Few, if any, of the monthly lists were recorded. History of Virginia
search The House of Burgesses strengthened the law regarding vital records in March 1660. Act 20, A Act fo Virginia Vital Records
record all Marriages, Births and Burials, decreed, "That every parish shall wel, truty and plainty record and Census Records for Virginia
@ sett downe in a booke provided for that purpose, all marriages, deaths and births that shall happen within T
the precincts of the parish, and in the month of March in every yeare, the person appointed by the parish i
toolbox =0 to do, shall make true certfficate into the clerke of every county to the intent the same may there L
u What links here remaine on record for ever.” If the county clerks recorded the certificates, they are unfortunately lost. Virgina Land Records
Relsted changes . firqginia Pr te Recor
: i n se of Burg directed that Virginia Probate Records
m Printable version ES muld ha"-"e banng read ]nstead Virginia Court Records
m Permanznt link . o« o . L )
i Y Tax Record
Select Virginia County Resources equred for anyone under rame Tax Records
world archives p at any unreasonable tymes but only Virginia Cemetery Records
» World Archive Virginia Church Records
Dashboard

2 World Archives Wik [ Marriage bonds were first required as part of the licensing procedure in 1661. The couple wishing a license Virginia Miltary Records
gave bond to the county clerk that there was no lawful impediment to their marriage; the cerk then issued
a license. Every September, the clerk forwarded to the Secretary of the Colony a list of licenses issued.
These records were burned in the various fires at Jamestown, Wi . and Richmond. T
Virginia Archives, Libraries, and

The existing marriage laws were superseded by an 1853 state law requiring coun independent city Sacieties
clerks to issue marriage licenses and keep marriage registers. Before a license was issued, t i
married had to offer the following information: full names, ages, places of birth and residence, pro
marriage date and place, marital status (widowed or single), parents’ names, groom’s occupation, and

Virginia Periodicals, Newspapers,
and Manuscript Collections

Virginia Immigration

*r’rican Arnericans of Virginia

minister's name. After the marriage ceremony, the minister returned the information to the derk, who L kLl s
recorded it in a marriage register. Many counties have the original form on file at the courthouse. Virginia City Resources
The majority of pre-1853 Virginia marriage records have been published. The Library of Virginia and the LT

Famity History Library (FHL) in Salt Lake City have the most complete collections of published Virginia

marriage records; however, state and genealogical libraries nationwide also have excelent collections. For reference to these, see either John
Viaat and T William Kethlesws T AMorrsas Pacarddc in Hha Vieoins SFafa §iRrans A Pocaar-hoare Srmdas 24 ed fathenc ©3 ¢ Therian Poblichion o



Virginia County Resources

This entry was originaly writtent by Johni Cerny and Gareth L. Mark for Red Book: American State, County, and Town Sources,

Most pre-1900 county records have been microfimed and can be searched at the Library of 1Lﬂrginla and the FHL, although the dates covered by the
two collections vary. A list of records available for each county at the Library of Virginia appears at v lva.lib.va.us/whatwehave/local/local_rec
[county_city/index.htm &, The holdings of the FHL can be searched at vwww.famitysearch.org &, Most orrglnal records remain in the county and
independent city courthouses.

Research in the Library of Virginia county collection can be done at a local library as wel. The lbrary participates in the American Library Association
Interﬁbrar‘yf | pan nrooram. cund el looun in o fiven ronle of fhoir cortonciin colloctioun for o norind of beiondr Eight da‘\,-'s. Dbtaln thE! micrﬂﬁlm rEEl number

from the Lib

Virginia is the
should treat

they are located geographically. Researchers
independent cities is avaiable at the Library of
Virginia and { ce population determines independent city
status in Vi ristian Kolbe, comps., A Prelminary Guide to
Pre-1904 Mynrpafﬂemrdsm the Archives S;anch Vigina state M:l;a;yandﬂrchwes (Richmond, Va.: Virginia State Library, 1983). Many \irginia
counties have been absorbed by independent cities. To the extent possible, the records of the county are detailed separately from those of an
independent city.

Summary of what was recorded and when

Some counties in Virginia have experienced devastatml loss of early records, especialy during the Civil War. Researching ancestors from "Burned Record
Counties” requires wilingness to probe deeply for the fw scraps of information that might have survived. The Library of Virginia has a Bumed Record
Counties Database with entries from records mentioningg people from a burned county. The Library photocopied these and fied them to form the
Burned Records Cournty Cofection, which can be accegsed through the library’s manuscript room. See Vd—Notes: Burmed County Records at
wwwlva.lib.va.us/whatwehave/local/va22_burnedco.Fgm & for detais about burned county records and a link to the database. Counties with severe
record loss include Appomattox, Buchanan, Buckinghgm, Dinwiddie, Elizabeth City, Gloucester, Hanover, Henrico, James City, King and Queen,
Mansemond, New Kent, Prince George, and Warwick. 4s previously lost records are discovered and new information surfaces from the counties and
independent cities, the beginning dates of record categories on the following pages may change.

| Map | County ‘ County Address | Date Formed ‘ Parent County(ies) |B'|rth |Marriage |Death |Lant| |Prnbate|Cuurt
| |.ixc cawmacke? ‘ | 1634 ‘orig inal | | | | | |
| |Record5 transferred.
P.0. Box 388
AS Accomack e Accomack 1663 Northampton 1854|1774 1853 |1663||1695 1663
23301-0388

|Temp-orarir}r abolished, 1670, restored 1673.
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Virginia

Welcome to our Virginia family history research page. Here you'll find record collections,
history, and genealogy resources to help you trace your Virginia ancestors.
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Heads of families at the first census of the United States taken in the year 1790. : 192
records of the state enumerations, 1782 to

Census records and Cherokee muster rolls 56

1810 census of Giles County, Virginia 7
View other Census & Voter Lists collections related to Virginia.

Select a county to view its unique collections.

Accomack 6 King William 1 =
%3 =0 2 ancaster 3 |3
Virginia Birth, Marriage & Death n >
N . i o oudoun 7
Web: Virginia, Find A Grave Index, 1607-IThere are also Resources and H]Story on th henbiig 5
Virginia, Deaths and Burials Index, 1853-1 Place Pa es adison 2
Virginia, Marriages, 1740-1850 g athews 2 -
Web: Newport News, Virginia, Daily Press Jour county?
Virginia, Marriages, 1660-1800 88,130 | ©
View all Virginia Birth, Marriage & Death
;i mesk More Hel
Virginia Military P
; : - View a map of Virginia
U.S., Confederate Soldiers Compiled Service Records, 1861-1865 2,049,383 NSCEi e mesEage hoards
U.S., Union Soldiers Compiled Service Records, 1861-1865 837,569 Virginia Member Directory
U.S. National Homes for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, 1866-1938 391,018 Understanding Records




Collaborate v | Learning Center ~

Family Trees ~ DNA ~

‘ Home

Publish || Shop | Hire An Expert | B GIFT MEMBERSHIPS

Search = USA = Virginia

Virginia

Welcome to our Virginia family history research page. Here you'll find record collections,
history, and genealogy resources to help you trace your Virginia ancestors.
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Collections o= | Resources

Resources for Further Family Research

Virginia Census Research

Censuses began in Virginia in 1790; however, the 1790 and 1800 censuses were destroyed or lost,
except for the 1800 enumerations of Accomack and Louisa counties. Tax lists from 1787 offer a
substitute for the missing 1790 census.

Federal census records for Virginia exist from 1810, and were taken every ten years. 1810 census
is incomplete for many counties in the state, but has been reconstructed from tax lists.

Two early censuses of Virginia have survived intact; only statistical abstracts remain of other
censuses conducted. The first census is dated 16 February 1624 and is a list of the names of
persons living in Virginia and the names of those who died since April 1623. The colony conducted a
second census in January and February 1625. The best transcription of the 1625 Musters is in
Virginia F. Meyer and John Frederick Dorman, Adventurers of Purse and Person, Virginia,
1607-1625, 3d ed. (Richmond: Order of First Families of Virginia, 1987). Another census was
conducted in 1634, but is apparently lost.

Virginia Vital Records

Virginia registration of births, deaths, and marriages began on a county level in 1853 and continued
until 1896. Many counties abandoned registration during the Civil War, or recorded only a small
percentage of events. Marriage bonds and licensing were in place from the 1600s in Virginia,
though are sporadic and fragmented. They are usually found among the county levels of records,
and are often published.

Except in some independent cities, records were not kept between 1896 and 14 June 1912, when

statewide registration of vital statistics began. Early records between the years 1853-1896 have

been microfilmed and are available at The Library of Virginia and the Family History Library in Salt

Lake City.

* Virginia Office of Vital Records: Holds births and deaths records from 1853-1896 and June 1912
to the present; marriages from 1936 to the present; and divorce records from 1918 to the

present. For earlier marriage records, write to the clerk of the county where the event
Arciirred See the Cenealoav mane for more infarmation on catircee of available recorde
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They left their homelands. But the old »>
country never truly left them. Watch
Learn more about your immigrant ancestors. Tracing Your Irish

Ancestors Back to
the Homeland

IRISH ROOTS | UKROCTS | IMMIGRANT ROOTS

All Collections | Passenger Lists | Border Crossings & Passp itiz zati S

Try http://www.ancestry.com/immigration

Your family story wasn’t alway
set in America.
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Our vast collection of immigration resources helps you paint a rich portrait of
your immigrant ancestors, what they left behind and the lives they created here.
See the stories we found in our records below. Name a place your ancestor might have lived
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body of American sources that document immigration.

The sources described in this chapter focus on the original records most likely to provide key immigration information about ancestors and
other relatives who came to North America, specifically the United States. Many such sources have been indexed, abstracted, or transcribed
into books, and in recent years, onto CD-ROMs and Web pages. The growing body of published immigration sources is the subject of an
extensive chapter, "Immigration Sources,” in Prinfed Sources: A Guide fo Publshed Genealogical Records, edited by Kory L. Meyerink.[l]
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Virginia Immigration & Travel

Welcome to our Virginia family history research page. Here you'll find record collections,
history, and genealogy resources to help you trace your Virginia ancestors.
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