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It is not enough to find 
the record



Build the framework for your ancestor 



Build the Framework

Using census records and vital records (if they exist) to build a timeline that 
has:

ÅDates

ÅPlaces

ÅEvents

ÅPeople

ÅThoughts

ÅSources



Build the Framework

Start with Excel Spread Sheet or Word Table



5 Things You Should Do with Every Record

1. Source the Record

2. Examine the image, not just the Index

3. List ALL points of genealogical importance

4. What questions do you have?

5. File your notes and the image so that you can find 
them again later



Case Study: Using the Framework to 
start the story



James Calvin Donald(1836-1899)

Problem we are trying to solve:

¢Ŝƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ WŀƳŜǎ /ŀƭǾƛƴ 5ƻƴŀƭŘΩǎ /ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊ 9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ

Start by developing a timeline of his life so that we know when and where 
he lived and where to look for records



1. Source the record
Find A Grave, database and images 

(http://findagrave.com : accessed 5 Feb 2014), memorial 
page for Pvt James C. Donald, Find A Grave Memorial no. 
34346979, citing Stonewall Jackson Memorial Cemetery, 
Lexington, Virginia.

2. Examine the image, not just the index
Information is not sourced.  
The dates appear to come from the 
tombstone; locations unknown.
Description is not sourced.



3. List ALL points of genealogical 
importance
Å James was born June 30, 1836 in 

Rockbridge County, Virginia
Å James died July 20, 1899 in 

Rockbridge County, Virginia
Å He mustered into the service in 

Company H, 4th Virginia Infantry on 
April 26, 1862

Å He transferred the 14th Virginia 
Cavalry on April 16, 1862.

Å He was captured and held as a 
prisoner of war at Wheeling, West 
Virginia and exchanged between 
March 10 and March 12, 1865

Å Daughter was Laura Cecile Donald 
Gillespie (1877-1964)



4. What questions do you have?
Å Nothing is sourced.  Where did this 

information come from?
Å Who was he married to?



A note about why I can use 
this photo in my 
presentation.

I took it.

Always get permission if it 
ƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ȅƻǳǊǎΗ


