
Proving Kinship with Land 
and Chancery



Where did they live?



Who did they love?



Follow the money



It’s All About the Land





Date Transaction



Grantor – Person Selling the Property



Grantee – Person Buying the Property



The Cost of the Land



The Size of the Property – Usually in Acreage



The Layout of the Land



Grantor(s) Signature(s)



Witnesses’ Signature



Date and Place Deed Was Recorded



Dower Release



Land Grant State





Chancery Courts deal with matters of equity



Justice is administered according to 

fairness as contrasted with the strictly 

formulated rules of common law

–Black’s Law Dictionary



Chancery Cases



Where Are They?



















What Did They Fight About: Land





























Samuel Wallace of Rockbridge County







•

•

•

•

•

•









Rebecca Anderson Wallace marries James Grigsby 20 Apr 1786



•

•

•

•

•

•

Samuel’s children file a chancery cause in 1802 (16 years later)



















Clues to the ages and whereabouts of Elizabeth, James and William



Clues to the ages and whereabouts of Andrew and Martha



Clues to the ages and whereabouts of Anderson

















Snavely’s of Wythe and Smyth





Marriage



http://www.constitution.org/bouv/bouvier_c.htm










Who was this family?

Adam Boyd Snavely

Nicholas Snavely 

Adam Snavely 

John Snavely 

Barbara Snavely Philip Aker 

Mary Jane Aker

Mary Jane Emma 

Snavely



The Deeds









So Why Did This Happen in 1859?





Where did they live?



Gambling Debts

















So Why Chancery and Land











References and Useful Links
 Slides and Presentations: http://finding-forgotten-stories.com/slides-from-presentations/

 Ancestry Academy: http://www.ancestryacademy.com

 Ancestry.com Blog: http://blogs.ancestry.com/ancestry

Where you can find me
 Finding Forgotten Stories: http://www.finding-forgotten-stories.com

 Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/FindingForgottenStories

 Twitter: https://twitter.com/f_f_stories and https://twitter.com/AncestryAnne

 Ancestry.com Blog: http://blogs.ancestry.com/ancestry/author/amitchell/
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