
Finding Forgotten Stories





Finding Forgotten Stories









Do You Really Know Your Ancestors?



Step Into Your Ancestor’s Lives











Chancery Courts and Other Law Suits



Justice is administered according to 

fairness as contrasted with the strictly 

formulated rules of common law

–Black’s Law Dictionary



















What Did They Fight About: Land































Samuel Wallace of Rockbridge County
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Rebecca Anderson Wallace marries James Grigsby 20 Apr 1786
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Samuel’s children file a chancery cause in 1802 (16 years later)



















Clues to the ages and whereabouts of Elizabeth, James and William



Clues to the ages and whereabouts of Andrew and Martha



Clues to the ages and whereabouts of Anderson

















Snavely’s of Wythe and Smyth





Marriage



http://www.constitution.org/bouv/bouvier_c.htm










Who was this family?

Adam Boyd Snavely

Nicholas Snavely 

Adam Snavely 

John Snavely 

Barbara Snavely Philip Aker 

Mary Jane Aker

Mary Jane Emma 

Snavely



The Deeds









So Why Did This Happen in 1859?





Where did they live?



Gambling Debts

















So Why Chancery and Land










