
Researching Your Southern 
Ancestors Online





Do you know yourself as a searcher?

•

•

•



Types of Searchers

•

•

•

•

•



Happy Researchers/ 
Entertainment Seekers

Professional 
Researcher

Serious Recreational

Scholarly 
Researcher



Happy 
Researchers/ 

Entertainment 
Seekers

Serious 
Recreational



What Are You Looking For?

•

•

•

•

•



Answers to Questions



Data Collections



Records



People



Entertainment

•

•

•



Types of Search Engines

•

•

•



The Ready Cash Test



The Ready Cash Test



The Ready Cash Test



The Ready Cash Test



Understanding Location































Understanding Names























Search Tips



Search Tip #1: Start with the Basic Facts

•

•

•



Search Tip #2: Understand how names are searched



Search Tip #3: Do wildcards work?



Search Tip #4: What types of locations are there?



Search Tip #5: Can you filter locations?

Then select adjacent counties and 
work your way out geographically 
to expand your search.









What if there are no location filters?



Search Tip #6: Limit your scope

At the  bottom of the advanced search, you can see the types of 
records you will see



Search Tip #7: Collection Priority 



Search Tip #8: Search Groups not Globally



Search Tip #9: Do a Category Search



Search Tip #10: Search in a 
Data Collection

What’s there is what is indexed

Lived In in Census Records will get you 
that specific county

Exact means exact



Search Tip #10: What’s in the collection



Google Books 

































Searching Google













Military Records: Amazon and 
Ebay







Constructing a Good 
Newspaper Search



What you need to know to construct a good search.

Newspaper searches are based on OCR technology – which 
means they are text searches.

It is more like a google search than a typical search on 
Ancestry.com or other genealogy site



Structured Search

•

•

•

•



Non structured search

•

•

•

•







Variations

•

•

•



Look in other locations











Do You  Know What You Are Searching?



















More Education!







https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL2F65E97B57EF8279









References and Useful Links

 Slides and Presentations: http://finding-forgotten-stories.com/slides-from-presentations/

 Ancestry Academy: http://www.ancestry.com/academy

 Fold3 Training Center: http://www.fold3.com/tour/

http://finding-forgotten-stories.com/slides-from-presentations/
http://www.ancestry.com/academy
http://www.fold3.com/tour/

