
How Do I Know When I Am Right?
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Can You Ever Know You Are Right?



YES!!



• Not all evidence is going to agree



Even people who 
witness the same 
thing will see and 

remember it 
differently.



The sum of the parts 
add up to the answer.



• SUBJECT or GOAL: What are you trying to find?

• STATEMENT YOU WOULD LIKE TO PROVE OR DISPROVE: What are 
you trying to find?

• STATE WHAT YOU KNOW

• RESTRICTIONS or LIMITATIONS : Time, money, or something else

• SOURCES USED

• SUMMARY OF RESEARCH FINDINGS

• EVIDENCE FOR

• EVIDENCE AGAINST

• ITEMIZED RESEARCH FINDINGS: Specific discussion of each resource 
you examined

• FURTHER RESEARCH SUGGESTIONS: Where else could you look? 
Other problems to solve



Ask A Question And Make A Statement



Create a query or question that has an 
answer:

Tell me about John Smith who lived in 
Maine in the 1800s

This is open ended. How do you know 
when you’ve answered it?



Who was John Smith’s father?

Better, because it has an answer. But….

It doesn’t define who John Smith was.  
There are lots of John Smiths in the 
world.



John Smith was born about 1808 and 
appears in the Aroostook County, 
Maine, 1850 census, living with 

Charlotte and 4 children. Who was his 
father?

We can identify who John Smith is and 
tell him apart from others with the 
same name.
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Otto B Payne

Born: 16 Dec 1923

Died: 3 Nov 1999
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He’s buried with other Payne’s

Mom, dad, sisters, brothers.
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Otto B Payne

Born: 16 Dec 1923

Died: 3 Nov 1999
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• Otto Payne is believed to be the 
son of James Robert Payne and 
Georgie Eva Baxter Payne

• James Robert Payne died 5 
January 1923.
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James Robert Payne

Died: 5 Jan 1923

Otto B Payne

Born: 16 Dec 1923

If this is true, then James Robert 
Payne is not Otto’s father.

18



Question.  Statement.

Ask A Question

Otto Payne is the son of Georgie Eva Baxter Payne and he died 3 Nov 1999.

What year was he born?

Make a statement

Otto Payne is the son of Georgie Eva Baxter Payne and he died 3 Nov 1999.

He was born in December 1922.

I want to prove or disprove that he was born on December of 1922.



Research Report
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Limitations and Boundaries

What are you limitations?

• Time versus money

• Some states restrict who can get certain vital records

I have time, but I don’t want to spend money if I don’t have to.



Research Report
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I Just Need Three Documents And I’m Done



3 Documents



Map Out Your Search



• SUBJECT or GOAL: What are you trying to find?

• STATEMENT YOU WOULD LIKE TO PROVE OR DISPROVE: What are 
you trying to find?

• STATE WHAT YOU KNOW

• RESTRICTIONS or LIMITATIONS : Time, money, or something else

• SOURCES USED

• SUMMARY OF RESEARCH FINDINGS

• EVIDENCE FOR

• EVIDENCE AGAINST

• ITEMIZED RESEARCH FINDINGS: Specific discussion of each resource 
you examined

• FURTHER RESEARCH SUGGESTIONS: Where else could you look? 
Other problems to solve



So where should you start looking?

Should you do a random search on a well-known 
genealogy site?

Do a survey of records that can be found online to 
determine the year Otto was born.



Card Catalog on Ancestry



Place Pages

Bottom of the

Search page



North Carolina



Let’s start with these:

Census Records

o 1920, 1930, 1940

Death records

o Find A Grave

o Veterans Gravesites, ca 1775-1006

o Social Security Administration

o Obituaries

Birth records

o North Carolina Birth Index, 1800-2000



Research Plans Are 
Iterative



How Good Are Census Records?



1920 Census



1920 U.S. Census, Gaston county, North Carolina, population schedule, Crowder Mountain, enumeration district 75,  sheet 6-B, 7-A, dwelling 
107 family 116, J R Payne household; database and digital images, Ancestry.com (http://www.ancestry.com : accessed 20 Nov 2009); citing 
NARA microfilm publication T626, roll 1691. [photocopy attached; Figure 2]

• Payne, James R; head; owns home, mortgaged; male/white; age 37; married; can read/write; b. North Carolina; father b. North Carolina; 
mother b. North Carolina; occupation: farmer, general farm; #91 on farm schedule.

• Payne, Georgie; wife; female/white; age 36; married; can read/write; b. North Carolina; father b. North Carolina; mother b. North 
Carolina; occupation: none

• Payne, Lela; daughter; female/white; age 17; single; attended school; can read/write; b. North Carolina; father b. North Carolina; mother 
b. North Carolina; occupation: laborer, house farm

• Payne, Boyce; son; male/white; age 15; single; attended school; can read/write; b. North Carolina; father b. North Carolina; mother b. 
North Carolina; occupation: laborer, house farm

• Payne, Jennie; daughter; female/white; age 13; single; attended school; can read/write; b. North Carolina; father b. North Carolina; 
mother b. North Carolina; occupation: none

• Payne, Floyd; son; male/white; age 12; single; attended school; can read/write; b. North Carolina; father b. North Carolina; mother b. 
North Carolina; occupation: none

• Payne, Thomas; son; male/white; age 8; single; attended school; b. North Carolina; father b. North Carolina; mother b. North Carolina; 
occupation: none listed

• Payne, Robert; son; male/white; age 6; single; attended school; b. North Carolina; father b. North Carolina; mother b. North Carolina; 
occupation: none listed

• Payne, Daisy; daughter; male/white; age 3; single; b. North Carolina; father b. North Carolina; mother b. North Carolina; occupation: 
none listed
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Why the 1920 census?

•Otto is not on this census record, including for 
continuity of the family.  

•He is never listed on the census with parents, but 
in 1930 is listed with brothers and sisters

•This shows his brothers and sisters with their 
parents.
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1930 Census



1930 U.S. Census, Gaston county, North Carolina, population schedule, Crowder Mountain, p. 133 (stamped), enumeration district 36-9, 
sheet 18-A, dwelling 280, family 314, Floyd R Payne household; database and digital images, Ancestry.com (http://www.ancestry.com : 
accessed 20 Nov 2009); citing NARA microfilm publication T626, roll 1691. [photocopy attached; Figure 2]

• Payne, Floyd R; head; owns home, no value stated, radio in house; male/white; age 20; single; can read/write; b. North Carolina; father 
b. North Carolina; mother b. North Carolina; occupation: farmer, general farm; worked on own accord, currently working; no military 
service, #190 on farm schedule.

• Payne, Lila M; sister-h; female/white; age 25; single; can read/write; b. North Carolina; father b. North Carolina; mother b. North 
Carolina; no occupation

• Payne, Jennie E; sister; female/white; age 22; single; can read/write; b. North Carolina; father b. North Carolina; mother b. North 
Carolina; no occupation

• Payne, Thomas H; brother; male/white; age 17; single; can read/write; b. North Carolina; father b. North Carolina; mother b. North 
Carolina; occupation: laborer, farm, unpaid worker, member of family

• Payne, Robert H; brother; male/white; age 14; single; can read/write; b. North Carolina; father b. North Carolina; mother b. North 
Carolina; occupation: laborer, farm, unpaid worker, member of family

• Payne, Daisy M; sister; female/white; age 12; single; can read/write; b. North Carolina; father b. North Carolina; mother b. North 
Carolina; no occupation

• Payne, Eva M; sister; female/white; age 10; single; attended school, can read/write; b. North Carolina; father b. North Carolina; mother 
b. North Carolina; no occupation

• Payne, Otto B; brother; male/white; age 8; single; attended school; b. North Carolina; father b. North Carolina; mother b. North Carolina; 
no occupation



When was Otto Born?

Otto is listed as 8 years of age on Apr 29, 1930.  If his birthday is in December, then 
he would have been born in 1921.  

Otto is living a household of eight people all of whom are brothers and sisters of his 
brother Floyd, and presumably his brothers and sisters as well.  

While Floyd is not the oldest child, he is the oldest male in the household and is 
listed as head of the household. 

The family income appears to be generated by running the family farm which they 
own.  The lack of parents in a household of eight young adults and children suggests 
that the parents are deceased or possibly in an institution of some kind.  



1940 Census



1940 U.S. Census, Gaston county, North Carolina, population schedule, Crowder Mountain, [unnumbered], enumeration district 36-10, 
sheet 8-B,9-A, dwelling 123, Lela M Payne household; database and digital images, Ancestry.com (http://www.ancestry.com : accessed 25 
Sep 2013); citing NARA microfilm publication T627. [photocopy attached; Figures 3-a,3-b]

• Payne, Lela M; head (reporter); female/white; age 36; single; 8th grade; b. North Carolina; no occupation
• Payne, James B; brother, male/white; age 34, single; 7th grade; b. North Carolina; Rug Twister, Cotton Mill
• Payne, Jennie E; sister, female/white, age 32, single; HS 2; b. North Carolina; Nurse, Private
• Payne, Floyd R; brother, male/white, age 29, single; HS 2; b. North Carolina; Clerk, Drug Store
• Payne, Tommie H; brother, male/white, age 28, single HS 3; b. North Carolina, Clerk, Grocery Store
• Payne, Robert H; brother, male/white, age 26, single; 6th grade; b. North Carolina; Farming, Farm
• Payne, Daisy M; sister, female/white, age 23, single; HS 4; b. North Carolina; Nurse, Private
• Payne, Eva A; sister, female/white, age 19, single; HS 4; b. North Carolina; Stenographer, Private
• Payne, Otto B; brother, male/white, age 16, single, HS 1; b. North Carolina; no occupation; On supplemental line, parents born in North 

Carolina, Father was a veteran of Spanish American War and World War
• Dubose, Annie; maid, female/black, age 82, widowed; no education, b. North Carolina; Maid, Private Family



When was Otto born?

Otto is listed as 16 years of age on Apr 1, 1940.  

If his birthday is in December, then he would have been born in 1923.   

The informant was his older sister Lela, age 36. 

She would have been 20 when Otto was born and was no doubt aware of his birth.



The Supplemental Line
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Can I Trust This Record?



What do you need to do with every record?

1. Source the record

2. Examine the image, not the index

3. List ALL points of genealogical importance.

4. What questions and observations do you have?

5. File your notes and the image so that you can find them again later.



Source the image

Genealogist record where they find a record so:

1. They can find it again

2. They can decide if the source for the information is reliable.



Examine the Index and the Image

Find a grave index Find a grave



Some record index only



Write down everything you learn

From Find A Grave

• Name: Otto B Payne

• Birth: Dec 16, 1923

• Death: Nov 3, 1999

• Served as a TEC 4 in the US Army and a SSGT in the US Air Force in World War II 
and Korea

• Has a Christian Cross on the tombstone

• Buried in Mountain Rest Cemetery, Kings Mountain, NC



Write down everything you learn

From U.S. Veterans Gravesites

• Name: Otto B Payne

• Birth: Dec 16, 1923

• Death: Nov 3, 1999

• Served Info: Tec 4 US Army World War II, Korea

• Cemetery: Mountain Rest Cemetery

• Cemetery Address: S Dilling St Kings Mountain, NC, 28086



Write down everything you learn

From Obit on Find A Grave

• Name: Otto B Payne

• Last Residence: 28111 Monroe, Union, North Carolina, USA

• Born: 15 Dec 1922

• Died: 3 Nov 1999

• State SSN issued: North Carolina (Before 1951)



Write down questions and observations

• Who supplied the information on Find A Grave?

• Who supplied the information on obit on Find A Grave?

• Where did the birth year for the tombstone come from? From the U.S. Veterans 
Gravesites index?



File everything so that you can find it



Conflicting Evidence

• And the birth year here is 1922

• Find A Grave : 1923

• Tombstone : 1923

• Veterans Gravestone Index : 1923

• Obit : 1924

• Which one is correct?
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Are You Exhausted?



Where else can I look?

• Are there birth records available?

• Otto was in the military – are there any military records?

• His parents died leaving young children and a possible estate. Are there any 
records there?



Birth Index
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1942 Draft Registration
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Georgia’s  probate
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JR Payne’s probate
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• The process is iterative – evaluate each piece of evidence and decide if you need 
more.

• Expand your scope – not all evidence is obvious.
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It’s Time To Be Judgmental



The Evidence Against1922

• Find A Grave

• Tombstone

• Veterans Gravesite

• 1930 census record

• 1940 census record



The Evidence for 1922

• SS Applications and Claims

• Birth index – has possibility for error

• Draft registration

• Probate records



Write It Up



Write up evidence against 1922



Write up evidence for 1922



• Write up the summary



One More Thing……



The Supplemental Line
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James Roberts Military Record



References and Useful Links
 Slides and Presentations: http://finding-forgotten-stories.com/slides-from-presentations/

 Ancestry Academy: http://www.ancestryacademy.com

 Ancestry.com Blog: http://blogs.ancestry.com/ancestry

Where you can find me
 Finding Forgotten Stories: http://www.finding-forgotten-stories.com

 Twitter: https://twitter.com/f_f_stories and https://twitter.com/AncestryAnne

 Ancestry.com Blog: http://blogs.ancestry.com/ancestry/author/amitchell/
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