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Tools for 
Context



Ancestors

We have tools for finding 
and documenting 
ancestors.

We document when and 
where they were born, 
married and died.



Family

We have tools for finding 
and documenting family.

We document when and 
where they were born, 
married and died.



Tools for Context

• Community where a person 
lived



Tools for Context

• State and geographic area the 
person lived in



Tools for Context

• Country where the 
person lived 



Preparing To 
Collect



Pick Your Favorite

• Webpage

• One Note / Evernote

• Word Document

Recommend:

• You can access anywhere on the 
internet

• You can past in links that are 
clickable



All The 
Basics



State Archives



State Library



North Carolina History Project



State Genealogy Society



State Historical Society



Digital Public Library

Blog:

http://www.amyjohnsoncrow.com/

http://www.amyjohnsoncrow.com/


Digital Public Library of America https://dp.la/

https://dp.la/


Pictures of People – Even if you don’t know them



UNC Digital Collections

http://library.unc.edu/find/digitalcollections/

http://library.unc.edu/find/digitalcollections/


North Carolina GenWeb



Ancestry Wiki: North Carolina Family History Research



Family Search Wiki: North Carolina, US Genealogy



Cyndi’s List: North Carolina



Historical Markers

Every State has them and usually 
has them online



Ancestry Research Guide

Ancestry has created one for every 
state. 

http://bit.ly/us-state-guides

http://bit.ly/us-state-guides


Start your guide

Put it in 

• Word

• One Note or Evernote

• A blog page 

https://finding-forgotten-
stories.com/resources/north-
carolina-resources/

https://finding-forgotten-stories.com/resources/north-carolina-resources/


Location is 
Everything



Newberry Historical County Maps

Search for Newberry 
Historic Maps

http://publications.ne
wberry.org/ahcbp/

http://publications.newberry.org/ahcbp/


Newberry Historical County Maps



Newberry Historical County Maps

For use with Google 
Earth and other 
programs



Newberry Historical County Maps

Find all of your 
counties

Boundary changes 
and laws that 
created them



DeedMapper Deed Pool

You need to have 
DeedMapper on 
your computer to 
view











Library of Congress



USGS

Start at: https://store.usgs.gov/b2c_usgs/b2c/start/(xcm=r3standardpitrex_prd)/.do

https://store.usgs.gov/b2c_usgs/b2c/start/(xcm=r3standardpitrex_prd)/.do


USGS



USGS



UNC North Carolina Maps

http://web.lib.unc.edu/nc-maps/

http://web.lib.unc.edu/nc-maps/


NC Maps



NC Maps



NC Maps



Sanborn Fire Maps







Jed Hotchkiss Collection

https://www.loc.gov/collections/hotchkiss-maps/about-this-collection/

https://www.loc.gov/collections/hotchkiss-maps/about-this-collection/


State Department of Transportation



Think on a State Level



Think on a county level



We need 
more than 
links



Add text and pictures to your guide as you go

This page is for 
you.

When you get 
to this page, it 
should remind 
and inspire 
you.



Add text and pictures to your guide as you go

These two 
genetic 
communities 
cover Cleveland 
County.



A Picture is 
Worth a 1000 
Words



Library of Congress



Library of Congress



Library of Congress

BASEBALL, 
CONGRESSIONAL. 
LAFFERTY OF OREGON 
AND WEBB OF NORTH 
CAROLINA

Taken in 1911



Wikimedia Commons



Attribution



All Levels: Flickr Creative Commons



Flickr Creative Commons



Building a 
Timeline



Get some basic events

• Ancestry has a research guide 
for every state in the U.S.

http://bit.ly/us-state-guides

• Copy this into your Timeline 
document or web page

• Make sure you can create 
hyperlinks!

http://bit.ly/us-state-guides


Add it to your guide

I put timelines for states and counties each on a separate page



Now your are ready to personalize!



Work in the population 

• Also in the state guides you will 
find state population 
information



Now your are ready to personalize!

Population 
numbers add 
some 
perspective



Let’s add in the mayhem



Facts from 50 facts

facts.

context and interest.



Dates and Events (www.datesandevents.org)



North Carolina Museum of History



North Carolina Maps has Timelines



Timelines of History



North Carolina Secretary of State



Timelines of History

You are looking for what is 
interesting and meaningful to 
you.

If your people lived on the NC 
/ Georgia border, 1804 and 
1805 is an important year.



You can find links to all of these on my page

Add to your page as you see fit.



Newspapers 
for Context



Chronicling America

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/


Chronicling America



Newspapers.com



Newspapers.com



Look at events like your ancestor did



Where to put the links

I put newspaper links 
on my County Research 
Pages



Cemetery 
Records



WPA Cemetery Survey

• Go to North Carolina Digital 
Collections 

http://digital.ncdcr.gov/

• Type in : <county name> 
Cemetery Survey Records

http://digital.ncdcr.gov/


Downloading the PDF file



Downloading the PDF file



Downloading the PDF file



Downloading the PDF file



WPA Survey

In your summary, either paste in the 
URL, something like this:

http://digital.ncdcr.gov/cdm/compoundobje
ct/collection/p15012coll1/id/36296/rec/1

your computer so you can find it

http://digital.ncdcr.gov/cdm/compoundobject/collection/p15012coll1/id/36296/rec/1


Find A Grave by County



What to put in your research guide



All your 
favorite data 
collections



Start with what is on the Research guide

Start with what is on 
Ancestry and then just 
keep adding as you 
find new and useful 
collections.



Start with what is on the Research guide



Start with what is on the Research guide



Yearbooks



Yearbooks on Ancestry



Look for history and pictures of buildings



Message 
boards and 
mailing lists



Mailing lists can hold valuable information



I put these on the county page



Books, Lots of 
Books



Google Books



Internet Archives



Think 
differently



Ancestors

We have tools for finding 
and documenting 
ancestors.

We document when and 
where they were born, 
married and died.



Family

We have tools for finding 
and documenting family.

We document when and 
where they were born, 
married and died.



Tools for Context

• Community where a person 
lived



Tools for Context

• State and geographic area the 
person lived in



Tools for Context

• Country where the 
person lived 



Finding Forgotten Stories 



You’ll Find Slides on My Blog Next Week

Slides and Presentations: 

https://finding-forgotten-stories.com/

https://finding-forgotten-stories.com/

