The Industrial Revolution Comes
Home

Textile Mills and Your Ancestors




Ruth Rouse

She said she was 11 years old, but others
there said she was not 10. She has a
regular job, and several sisters are
working.

Deep River Cotton Mills.

L ocation: Randleman, North Carolina.

Photo by Lewis Wickes Hines, May 1913




Who was Ruth Rouse?
And why do we care?
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'lx Enoch & Deborah ‘x William A & Nancy Carline ‘
Enoch S ROUSE ® 2 Almeda Sarah CRAVEN e
Bom: 220ct 1864 Bom: 26 Aug 1875

Moore, North Carolina, USA Moore, North Carolina, USA
Died: 11 Feb 1940 Died: 14 Mar 1918
Bensalem, Moore, North Carolina, USA North Carolina. USA
Marmiage: 12 Nov 1831 in Moore. North Carolina, USA P~ v | ﬁ
Go # Children: 12 Sex Birth Death A
< @ Minnie Lee ROUSE F 17 Mar 1884 in North Carolina, USA 30 Apr 1891 in Moore, North Carolina, USA
< @ Mottie ROUSE F 1887in North Carolina, USA
< @ JohnCROUSE M 27 Aug 1889 in Moore, North Carolina, USA 07 Aug 1916 in Randolph, North Carolina, USA: A...
4 §§ Jennie ROUSE F  1891in North Carolina, USA 28 Aug 1923 in Rockingham, Richmond. North C...
4 @§ Wiliam Hamson ROUSE M 03 Nov 1895in North Carolina, USA 01 Nov 1968 in Pinehurst, Moore, North Carolina, ...
- “ Claudia Agness ROUSE F 26 May 1897 in Biscoe. Montgomery, North Caroli... 22 Dec 2006 in North Caroiina, USA; Age: 109
<A @§ HuldaJ ROUSE F 1901 in North Carolina, USA
2 @4 Ruth Helen ROUSE F 26 Jul 1903 in North Carolina, USA 24 Aug 1971 in Rockingham, Richmond. North C...
< ﬁ Adendo Ed ROUSE M 03 Jun 1905 in Randolph, North Carolina, USA 15 Feb 1982 in Troy, Montgomery, North Carolina, ...
< @§ Raph D ROUSE M 1309 in North Carolina, USA
< é: Margaret ROUSE F 18 Nov 1914 in Moore, North Carolina, USA 01 Nov 1963 in Troy, Montgomery, North Carolina...
< @§ Lendow ROUSE M 1918in North Carolina, USA v




How do we understand the
lIfe of Ruth?




Ancestors

Enoch ROU SE
g 1533 In Moors, North
Cargling, USA
m. 1355
Enoch S ROUSE : lscsnwooraww - .
. BoaMUGT Caraira, USA We have tools for finding
Cargling, USA .
T G, LA and documenting
7 f‘«-‘dﬂwlrcsa;aﬂ& Deborah RICHARD SON
Moore, North Caroiing, USA, —
g;’;wdmmsm ol g i i 1o ancestors.
a
Ruth Helen ROU SE
> B E We document when and
m. 1922 NO Carolng, USA
e D 7t Mk —p—— where they were born,
S g Ci Dy - -
‘ ‘ aroirg,
_Rec—— married and died.
Almada Sarah CRAVEN North Caroling, USA
_ 10 Mar 1515 in Shem
b ?’A;'gr;‘o‘zssr Moora Norm - K;S;CL”‘%’G'P:%SA
T 4 M 1518 In North
Cardiing, USA
Nancy Caroline COX

o 285 Jun 15835 In R3ndoiph,
North Cardling, USA

@ 13 M3y 1515 In Moore,
Nortn Cardling, USA



Family Group SheetforEnoch SROUSE

Husband: Enoch S ROUSE
Birth: 22 Oct 1864 in Moore, North Carolina, USA
Mamage: 12 Nov 1891 in Moore, North Carolina, USA
Death: 11 Feb 1940 in Bensalem, Moore, North Carolina, USA; Age: 75,
died of pneumonia and influenza
Bunal: 12 Feb 1940 in Eagle Spnings, Moore, North Carolina, USA
Father Enoch ROUSE
Mother: Deborah RICHARDSON
Wife: Almeda Sarah CRAVEN
Birth: 26 Aug 1875 in Moore, North Carolina, USA
Death: 14 Mar 1918 in North Carolina, USA
Burial: Eagle Springs, Moore County, North Carolina, USA
Fatherr William A CRAVEN
Mother:  Nancy Caroline COX
Children:
1 Name: Jennie ROUSE
F Birth: 1891 in North Carolina, USA
Mamage: 07 Aug 1914 in Richmond, North Carolina, USA
Death: 28 Aug 1923 in Rockingham, Richmond, North Carolina, USA; Age:
32; cause: acute nephntis as result of pregnancy
Spouse: Clyde SANFORD
2 Name: William Hamson ROUSE
M Birth: 03 Nov 1895 in North Carolina, USA
Mamage: 03 Dec 1921 in Montgomery, North Carolina, USA; Pearl was Pearl

Death:

McKenzie, previously married, 1 assume
01 Nov 1968 in Pinehurst, Moore, North Carolina, USA: Age: 72;

Family

We have tools for finding
and documenting family.

We document when and
where they were born,
married and died.
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Tools for Context

State and geographic area the
person lived In
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Tools for Context

Country where the
person lived
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What do the documents
say !

She was the daughter of Enoch S
Rouse and Almeda Sarah Craven.

She appears to have been the 8t of
12 children of Enoch and the
daughter of his 2"9 wife.




Bensalem, Moore County, NC s S
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Bensalem, Moore County, NC

The Rouse family owned no land, and most of them could not read or write
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Grant, Randolph County, NC
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Proximity

Check how close

people are
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Bensalem, Moore County, NC

Enoch married Almeda November 9%, 1891 in Moore County.

-
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1910, Cedar Falls, Randolph County, NC
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Enoch Rouse, 1920, Randleman, Randolph, NC

In 1918, Almeda Craven Rouse dies, leaving Enoch with multiple
children left to take care of.

Lendo and Ralph attended school; Ruth and Lendo could read and write
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Jennie Rouse Sanford, 1920, Rockingham, Richmond, NC

Jennie was Ruth’s older sister.
Jennie married Clyde Sanford in Richmond County in 1914.

In 1920, Clyde, Jennie, their two children and Jennie’s sister Huldah are
living In Rockingham in the Roberdel Township.

All of the adults can read and write. Clyde is a Weaver, Huldah a Spinner.
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Ruth Rouse Sanford, 1930, Rockingham, Richmond, NC

In 1922, Ruth marries Jerome Benjamin Sanford, brother of Clyde.
Sometime in the 1920’s she moves to Richmond County in the Roberdel

= s, GYVE 1S NAME inst ‘-‘-v---..a...-u.

alea.

Jennie dies in 1923 due
to complications with
a pregnancy.
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Ruth Rouse Sanford, 1930, Rockingham, Richmond, NC

Jerome and Ruth live with Jerome’s brother Asa and next door to Jerome’s
brother Frank.

Jerome’s brother James and brother Clyde live a few houses away. All the
men work at the cotton mill, the women don’t and the children are too

young.
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Ruth Rouse Sanford, 1940, Rockingham, Richmond, NC

Jerome and Ruth are still living in Roberdel. Both work at a Cotton Mill.

Ruther Is a spinner. Both worked 46 weeks over the past year. Jerome
earned $528, or $11.50 per week. Ruther earned $600 or $13 per week.

They paid $4 per month rent.

Jerome had 5 years of schooling; Ruth had 7.
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Jerome Sanford, 1942, Rockingham, Richmond, NC

In 1942, Jerome was
working for the Entwistle
Mfg Co In Roberdel.

He was 5 foot 10 inches tall
and weigh 225 Ibs.

And blind In the left eye.
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Jerome and Ruth Sanford, 1957, 1959, Rockingham, Richmond, NC

In the 1950°s
Jerome appears to
be still working In
textile.
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Ruth died in 1971 and Jerome in 1975

I T —— .
NORTH CAROLINA STATE BOARD OF HEALTH

SEp. 7 =N OFFICE OF VITAL STATISTICS
ssrncy w0 —2.1=00 ocu w0 CERTIFICATE OF DEATH zm
TYL O POT ™ v o, .

rmsat  ( sactases Ruth Helan Slntord Augnot o4, 1971

dy 26,1903 T --

me N, Co comq { chmord

ﬂﬁuﬂ

wMarrisa

CIZIs OF WaAT COUTRY . ~
L USA Own Fome

TATYERY At

" anic Rouse ‘ Af;:i?l Craven

I Jﬁb:::&aford, Rockingham, N. C,

rART MA™ CALMD WY el e b B B TN -—-z-

235 ( S~ J’h?cm/_véwf__% 4«/"‘2“/
o s s o W,Muzaﬁ.&uﬁ& ¢ 0 sy

w W R M A D e
. p——
rART 2 SOMaRCANT COMDITONS .

im
fii"




Ruth died in 1971 and Jerome in 1975
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Putting Ruth
INto context




Changes in the south after the war

» Southern economy was wrecked by the Civil War
* Changes In family structure

* Changes In farming

» African American labor force changed from being slaves to needing
Jobs



' TheSouth’s Advanisge.

Wilmington Star.

More and more it is being realized in '
the North that in the matter of cotton
milling the South has all the advantage

. ! over that great manufacturing section.
The Rochester (N. Y.) Herald says:
“It is stated that the cost of placing a

Cotton Mill Campaign

. T - ® | year’s cotton crop in the New England
Shipping raw materials up e | ket s $108,600,000, of which over | _
north was expensive 830,000,000 is paid for freight and insur- |

1 | ance. Is it any wonder that Soulhern
cotton factories are prosperous, when

. - f | by working up the product of their
Cheaper labor In the south ﬁglds at e%'enpless cgst than it can be

done in Massaehusetts or Rhode Island,
and selling their cloth at their doors, | ;
they can save more than one-half of | I
the total expense mentioned above,or |-

. ~ | say $15,000,000.”
The Southern cotton mill - | P Southern mill has the advantage

- : in raw material alone of more than one | ¢
Campaign has Just begun. cent a pound. It is in fact nearly two
cents. In a bale of 500 pounds a Southg |
ern mill starts with at least 88 the ad- |
vantage. Labor is cheaper than at the | !
North. Why then shall not Soutbhern | -

cotton manufacturing flourish? 1t does
flourish, and every few weeks a new

mill begins operations. The Southern
cotton mill campaign has just begun.

— o 9 O -~ -

The Charlotte Observer (Charlotte, North
Carolina) 20 Jan 1882, Fri, page 4, col 5




Enter Daniel Tompkins

Born in 1851 in Edgefield, SC, son of
Dewitt Clinton Tompkins and Hannah

Virginia Smyly

Father was a Physician and for a few
months a Captain for the 14t SC
Infantry

Family owned real estate and slaves
before the Civil War and retained a
good deal of their wealth after.



Enter Daniel Tompkins

Daniel went north to study at
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in NY
and earned a Civil Engineering degree

Worked at Bethlehem Iron Works in PA
and then at Crystal Plate Glass
Company in MO




Enter Daniel Tompkins

In 1883 he came back south and
settled in Charlotte where he set up
the D A Tompkins Company.

By 1910, he had helped build 250

cotton oil mills, 150 electric plants and
100 cotton mills.




He Wrote The Book

He owned 3 newspapers and a
publishing house and he published
many pamphlets and books promoting
the cotton mills in the south.

COTTON MILL,

Commercial Features.

By D. A. TOMPKINS.

He literally wrote the book for cotton
mills in the south.

Cotton Mill, Commercial Features. A Text-Book for the
Use of Textile Schools and Investors. With Tables
Showing Cost of Machinery and Equipments for Mills
Making Cotton Yarns and Plain Cotton Cloths.

http://docsouth.unc.edu/nc/tompkins/menu.html



http://docsouth.unc.edu/nc/tompkins/menu.html

Cotton to Cloth




Cotton to Cloth

Workers removed ties and bagging
from bales of raw cotton.

L p— ——

Because there was a lot of dirt and

dust, fires were highly likely.
"

This work was often
done In a separate
building.

Michael Barera via Wikimedia Commons

By Michael Bass-Deschenes (Commons User bassdeschenes)
(Cotton husk) via Wikimedia Commons



Cotton to Cloth

Then a machine tore apart
compressed cotton, removing dirt and
short fibers.

Photo from SMU Central University Libraries, via Wikimedia
Commons




Cotton to Cloth

Then picker or lappers continued
organizing and cleaning cotton
INto even sheets.

By Clem Rutter, Rochester, Kent. \via Wikimedia Commons



Cotton to Cloth

Carders fed these sheets Iinto carding
machines which tore the cotton apart
with sharp metal teeth removing twigs
and dirt and creating a loosely
compacted rope that was coiled Iinto
cans.

By Clem Rutter, Rochester, Kent, via Wikimedia Commons



Cotton to Cloth

Multiple strings were fed through a
series of rollers and combined into
a single strand, continuously
working the strand to make It
thinner.

Young boy on warping machine Elk Cotton Mills. Location: Fayetteville, Tennessee.
Photo by Lewis Wickes Hine, Nov 1910. Courtesy Library of Congress



Cotton to Cloth

These threads were collected on
bobbins.

As bobbins were filled "doffers"
replaced them with empty ones.

Young doffers in Elk Cotton Mills. Location: Fayetteville, Tennessee. Photo by
Lewis Wickes Hine, Nov 1910. Courtesy Library of Congress




Cotton to Cloth

Spinners moved quickly up and
down a row of machines repairing
breaks and snags.

Two young spinners in Catawba Cotton Mills. Location: Newton, North Carolina.
Photo by Lewis Wickes Hine, Dec 1908. Courtesy Library of Congress



Cotton to Cloth

& Spoolers ran the machines that
T MBI combined the thread from 10 to 15

g bobbins. They could be wound Into
stronger multi-ply yarn.

R

Operator of thread-making machine. Laurel cotton mill, Laurel,
Mississippi. Photo by Russell Lee, Jan 1939. Courtesy of Library of
Congress.




Cotton to Cloth

Yarn could be wound into balls for
sale, put Into cops to use In
shuttles for the loom or put onto
the cones or other places for later
use.

Ry i L2 T

. . . By Internet Archive Book Images via Wikimedia Commons
By Internet Archive Book Images via Wikimedia Commons



Cotton to Cloth

called warp,
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By Photograph by Clem Rutter, Rochester, Kent. (www.clemrutter.net).

(Own work) via Wikimedia Commons



Cotton to Cloth

Workers mounted yarn from the
winder onto a frame called a creel.

Warpers directed the threads from
each cone onto a beam, dipped In
starch and oil, dried and wound onto
a glant spool called a loom beam.

Beaming frames, where threads are straightened for looms, White
Oak Mills, Greensboro, N.C. Photo by unknown, ¢ 1907. Courtesy of
Library of Congress



Cotton to Cloth

AN i | From there, the weavers placed the beam
£ i on aloom and separated the threads to
allow for introduction of the wetft.
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Wiravine Room, Cotton Mill, Augnsta, Ga,, U7, 5. A,
ey, Sanmiveli=Miisle, Augnita, Ga., BVer, St N.=A,

Weaving room, cotton mill, Augusta, Ga., U.S.A. Published
by J F Jarvis, Jan 1892. Courtesy of Library of Congress.




Cotton to Cloth

From there, the weft thread was
brought in. The amount of effort and
complexity of the cloth desired was
dependent on the machine.

Weaving cotton cloth, Dallas Cotton Mills, Dallas, Texas.
Published by Keystone View Company, ¢ 1905. Courtesy
Library of Congress



Working Conditions
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.| The air in the mill had to be hot and humid
SI& 8 to prevent the thread from breaking
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~ The temperature was usually between 65 °
BN t0 80 ° and 85% humidity was normal.
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M= The air in was thick with cotton dust, which
R N could cause lung disease, skin infections,
eye Infections, bronchitis and tuberculosis.

Interior of Magnolia (Miss) Cotton Mills spinning room. See the little ones
scattered through the mill. All work. See also other Magnolia photos and labels.
Location: Magnolia, Mississippi. Photo by Lewis Hickes Hine, Mar 1911. Photo
Courtesy of Library of Congress



Working Conditions

4 | The noise levels in a weaving shop was
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B Shuttles in looms were thumped 200 times
a minute. Most who worked there had
some level of deafness.

The lubrication was carcinogenic and led to
cancers.

Interior of Magnolia (Miss) Cotton Mills spinning room. See the little ones
scattered through the mill. All work. See also other Magnolia photos and labels.
Location: Magnolia, Mississippi. Photo by Lewis Hickes Hine, Mar 1911. Photo

Courtesy of Library of Congress



1903 Child Labor Laws

In 1900, North Carolina had the highest

number of children between 10 and 15
working in mills.

About half were illiterate.

In 1903, NC passed a law stating that no
| 2 -~ child under 12 could work in a mill and
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- ? children under 18 had to work < 66 hours a

| week.
.3

Charley Humble. Said he was 10 years old. Has a regular job. Been helping his sister for
some months in the Deep River Mills. Mother and sister work. Father deserted. Location:
Randleman, NC. Photo by Lewis Wickes Hine, 1913. Courtesy of Library of Congress.




% of children ages 10-15 at work in selected states

1299 1909
Boys Girls All Boys Girls All
North Carolina 55.1 23.5 29.5 57.5 34.1 45.9
South Carolina 53.8 38.3 45.8 58.2 45.4 51.9
United States 26.1 10.2 18.2 24.8 11.9 18.4

% of children ages 10-15 at work in selected states

1899 1909
Boys Girls All Boys Girls All
Morth Carolina 55.1 23.5 29.5 57.5 34.1 45.9
South Carolina 53.8 38.3 45.8 58.2 45.4 51.9
United States 26.1 10.2 18.2 24.8 11.9 18.4

Holleran, Philip M. "Family Income and Child Labor in Carolina Cotton Mills." Social Science History 21, no. 3 (1997): 297-
320.doi:10.2307/1171617.



Child Wages

In a representative South Carolina
cotton mill, doffer aged:

» 12 yearswere paid $3.54 per week
» 13years were paid 3.92 per week
» 14 yearswere paid 5.04 per week
» 15yearswere paid 4.75 per week

http://docsouth.unc.edu/nc/mckelway/mckelway.html

Young doffers in Mollahan Mills, Newberry, S.C. Dec. 3/08. Witness, Sara R.
Hine. Location: Newberry, South Carolina / Photo by Lewis W. Hine.


http://docsouth.unc.edu/nc/mckelway/mckelway.html

Why was Lewis Wickes Hine taking pictures of
North Carolina mill children?




| ewis Wickes
Hines
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Lewis Wicks Hine
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Born in Oshkosh, Wi

A o

Son of Douglas and Sarah Hine

Douglas was a Principle Musician
for the 20t Wisconsin Infantry in
the Civil War.
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Lewis Wickes Hines

He studied sociology at the
University of Chicago.

He went on to teach photography at
the Ethical Culture School and
soclology at Ellis Island.

He took over 200 photographs of
Immigrants at Ellis Island and
realized that photography could be
used for social change.

Climbing into the Promised Land Ellis Island. Photo by Lewis Hine,
¢ 1908, via Wikimedia Commons



Lewis Wickes Hines

In 1908 he became the photographer for
the National Child Labor Committee

focusing on the use of child labor In the
Carolina Piedmont.

While documenting the mills he was
threatened and harassed. He often
posed as a fire Inspector or some other
profession to get into the mills.

Adolescent Girl, Spinner, in a Carolina Cotton Mill. Photo by Lewis W.

Hine, American, 1874-1940 (Princeton University Art Museum), via
Wikimedia Commons




Lewis Wickes Hines

Children of night superintendent, in Dickson
Mill, Laurinburg, N.C.

Bessie Moore - runs 4 sides. Has worked two
years nights.

Frank (smallest). Doffs. Has worked 2 yrs.
nights.

George (largest). Looked 12 years old. Doffs3
years of night work, was proud of the fact
that he could write his name.

Mother said they rather work nights because
they had to put in fewer hours then.

Photo by Lewis W. Hine, 6 Dec 1908. Courtesy of Library of Congress. Witness,
Sara R. Hine. Location: Laurinburg, North Carolina



Lewis Wickes Hines

In 1936 he worked as the
photographer for the WPA’s National

Research Project.

Near the end of his life he struggled
financially as he lost government and
corporate patronage.




The History Place : Child Labor in America 1908-1912

The History Place

Child Labor in America 1908-1912
Photographs of Lewis W. Hine

http://www.historyplace.com/
unitedstates/childlabor/

Featuring the original photo captions by Lewis W. Hine

About these Photos

Left - Furman Owens, 12 years old. Can't read. Doesn't know his A,B,C's. Said, "Yes I want to learn but can't when I work
all the time." Been in the mills 4 years, 3 years in the Olympia Mill. Columbia, South Carolina. Mid - Adolescent girls
from Bibb Mfg. Co. in Macon, Georgia. Right - Doffer boys. Macon, Georgia.


http://www.historyplace.com/unitedstates/childlabor/
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Life in the Mills

Mills were often built outside of city
limits and near water supplies.

Being outside the city limits the mills
built churches, schools, other
necessary buildings for the workers

to use.

The built homes for the workers to
rent.

The morning attendance at the mill school. Location: Huntsville,
Alabama. Photo by Lewis Wickes Hine, Dec 1913. Courtesy of
Library of Congress.



Daniel Tompkins thoughts...

It should never be forgotten that the
moral shortcomings of working people,
and of employers alike, are more
properly reached by the preacher and
the teacher than by law. Many who
discuss this subject of Improving the
condition of working people seem to fall
Into the error of thinking that labor laws

High Shoals (N.C.) School. This is average attendance. Enrollment is 80.
Only one other school in town and about 15 attend that. Population of
town is about 1000. Where are the rest of the children? This school is cain be M ad € tO refO m a d run kard or
supported principally by the Mill Co. (Partly by County). Betterment work is -

cure laziness.

being started. Mill superintendent is very suspicious of Photographers.
Couldn't get any of mill children. Location: High Shoals, North Carolina.
Photo by Lewis W. Hine, 9 Nov 1908. Courtesy of Library of Congress.




Schools in the Mill Village

Dotheboys Hall in session tucked away upstairs
over the store. Equipped with antique,
dilapidated benches and chairs.

Lessons begin at 6 A.M. and last for six hours,
and these children who attend in the morning go
Into the mill in the afternoon and vice versa for
the required eight weeks, which the law
specifies.

Taking everything into consideration it shows
what travesty vocational guidance may become,
and is in itself the best example of Dotheboys
Hall | have ever seen.

-- hotes from Lewis Wickes Hine

Location: Huntsville, Alabama. Photo by Lewis Wickes Hine, Dec 1913. Courtesy of
Library of Congress.



Contract from Pelzer Mill, SC

First clause required school attendance....

....That all children, members of my family, between the ages of five and
twelve years, shall enter the school maintained by said company at
Plezer, and shall attend every school day during the school session, unless
prevented by sickness or unavoidable causes....

Second clause required children older than 12 had to work in the mill.
Employees who did not meet these rules, could be fired from the mill
and evicted from the village.

In 1880, 75% of the adult Pelzer mill population were illiterate. By 1902,
only 20% were.



Mill Housing

Mill Villages often supplied housing for
their workers.

Tompkins suggested:

There is arough rule that the house
ought to furnish one operative for each
room in the house. Thus a factory with
Sara . Hine. Location: Clinton, South Carolina. Photo by Lewis wickes tine, 300 €mployees, would require 100
QR 655 Bbrary of Congress. houses having an average of 3 rooms
each.
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Mill Housing

The general estimate was one room
per employee.

Mills would charge anywhere from 20
cents to a dollar a room per month.

Usually there was no running water
or sewage.

Often there was land set aside for
farming or gardening.

Fig. 33. Three-Room Gable House, Cost $325

Images from Cotton Mill, Commercial Features. A Text-Book for the Use of Textile Schools
and Investors. With Tables Showing Cost of Machinery and Equipments for Mills Making
Cotton Yarns and Plain Cotton Cloths. Documenting the American South.
(http://docsouth.unc.edu/nc/tompkins/tompkins.htmil)



http://docsouth.unc.edu/nc/tompkins/tompkins.html

Working day

The work days were long.

In the Pelzer Mill, the factory whistle
blew at 4:15 and workers reported
for work at 6:00am working 12 hours.

Many worked half a day on Saturday
and no work on Sundays.

Which Is a 66 hour work week.
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Ozark Mill, Gastonia, N.C. Work 12 hours at a stretch. No special time off to eat.
"Eat a-workin'." 9:00 P.M. Friday, Nov. 6, 1908. Mill was running. Location:
Gastonia, North Carolina. Photo by Lewis W. Hine. Courtesy Library of
Congress.



Recordings of Former Mill Workers

http://www.learnnc.org/Ip/editions/nchist-newsouth/5494

= LEARN NC

North Carolina Digital History

Search our collections

North Carolina in the New South

Factories and mill villages

LEARN NC was a program of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill School of Education from 1997 — 2013. It provided lesson plans, professional development, and innovative web
resources to support teachers, build community, and improve K-12 education in North Carolina. Learn NC is no longer supported by the School of Education — this is a historical archive of their

website.
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Mill village and factory: Voices

Flossie Durham

Flossie Durham talks about beginning work at the mill in Bynum. (1:10)

Please upgrade your Flash Player and/or enable JavaScript in your
browser to listen to this audio file.

Download recording (Right-click or option-click) | About the recording

Flossie Durham describes her first wages. (0:53)

Please upgrade your Flash Player and/or enable JavaScript in your
browser to listen to this audio file.

Download recording (Right-click or option-click) | About the recording

Flossie Durham talks about her first day of spinning. (0:52)

Please upgrade your Flash Player and/or enable JavaScript in your
browser to listen to this audio file.

Download recording (Right-click or option-click) | About the recording

t

Contents: North
Carolina in the New

South

CHAPTER 3: FACTORIES
AND MILL VILLAGES

m MNext: Inventions in the tobacco

-

industry
Previous: Mill villages

As you read

These interviews were part of a
larger collection of oral historias
collected in the late 19705 and
early 1980s. The interviewers
werea interested in capturing the
experiences of the men and
women who were part of the
early textile industries in Morth
Carolina at the turn of the

twentieth century.

The interviews were the basis of


http://www.learnnc.org/lp/editions/nchist-newsouth/5494
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COTTON MILL

More Stories

Hard Times Cotton Mill Girls:
Personal Histories of Womanhood
and Poverty in the South

By Victoria Morris Byerly




Baseball

» Baseball (or base ball as it was spelled
around 1920) became entertainment in
the south.

» Mills supported their own teams
separate from town teams.

* “Lintheads” and “townies” kept
themselves separate.

 Players could earn $40 a month plus

Major League Player Champ Osteen via Wikimedia

Commons room and board



James “Champ” Osteen

He first started playing for the Piedmont Mill team when he was 15 and
remained with the team until 1900.

He helped them win the Textile League Championship in 1899 on a
team that included Davy Crockett and Rome Chambers.
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1910 Census, Williamston, Anderson County, SC. James Osteen is a Base Ball player and lives with his parents.



James “Champ” Osteen

But a baseball career wasn’t enough. He followed his father into
blacksmithing and his children worked In the miIIs
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‘Wherein Champ Osteen Speaks A
Piece Of Mind On War, Baseball

HAMP OSTEEN, who played with four different majori

league clubs and mada i

James Osteen

his own family team o
|that sports should be
'the works of war
Thoughts of war 2
the one-time famous b
vesterday on a blacks

It was hard for families to escape miII s e e v
life. F oS

It was not uncommon to find
generations working in the mills

The Greenville
News(Greenville,
South Carolina)31
Mar 1943, p 11

et atlunnt all tha ssalvvae baasmas i |

James Osteen, 86, Dies
At Home Of Son Friday &

By JAMES W, THOMPSON Mre Flsie 0. Holcombe., Mrs “hﬂ'

James C. (Champ) Osteen, a!Elvie 0. Lancaster, and Mrs
former h].’l'r\\mi!h and welder Daisy O. Stribling of Greenville, L
who was Greenville's first base-| Mrs. Mary O, Harris, Mrs, Janie (
ball player to break into the O. Stone, and Mrs, Carl Hughey
major leagues, died yesterday at of Piedmont, and Mrs. Varnell

M

the age of 85 Dowis of Ninety Six; three sons, '

Mr. Osteen, who had been {ll
for several years and partially
blind most of the time, died at
the home of his son, Harry Os-
teen 0{ Old (,‘ e Road, Rt 2,

P ied

Norm
M
year
LOWw
Year

.‘ ;'7

VIEWED PARADE

i |

He ¢ Hnued active as Jong as .
! ™ ; ! )
.\o | e |
thou - who viewed the Santa
LAl ge 1n the vi lv of
Thi ML i News b ti
where he was a frequent visitor
with old friends

He preceded an old friend,

the late Shoeless Joe Jackson, '.”
into the hig leagues. Jackson :"r-.
died several years ago. of T4
"Champ,”" as Mr. Osteen was NO

far

The Greenville News(Greenville, South Carolina)15 Dec 1962, p 2



Where were
the African
Americans?




Race and the Mills

Cotton and other textile mills were
highly segregated.

Black men might be hired but mostly
to do menial and labor intensive
WOrk.

Black women and children weren’t
hired at all.

African Americans around small building and wagons loaded with cotton.
Photographer unknown, ¢ 1922.



Domestic Work

Black women and girls were often hired to
work as domestic help.

& W &Y P Days were long, pay was poor and no one
’ N S ‘ 4 was home taking care of their children.
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Five African American girls baking in kitchen. Photographer unknown.
Btw 1925-1930. Courtesy Library of Congress




Warren Clay Coleman

Warren was born in 1849, a slave.

He was the son of Roxanna Coleman,
a slave owned by Daniel Coleman,
and Rufus Clay Barringer, a
Confederate General.

After the Civil War he was bound to
William M Coleman who educated

and trained Warren.

From the exhibit titled the "Negro Exhibit," put
together by W. E. B. Du Bois, at the Paris Exposition of
1900, in Paris, France, via Wikimedia Commons



Warren Clay Coleman

Warren was released in 1870 and after a

short stay In Alabama began a business In
Concord, North Carolina.

He became one of the town’s richest
merchants.

He also attended Howard University.

Howard University. Building and courtyard at Howard University.

Photo by Theodor Horydczak, btw 1920-1950. Courtesy Library of
Congress




Coleman Manufacturing Co.

Warren lined up financing for a
cotton mill that would employee
black people.

He announced the project in Feb

1897 and the mill began production
In Jun 1901.

Coleman Manufacturing Co., a Negro operated cotton mill, Concord, N.C.
Photographer unknown, ¢ 1899



The Colomnn ML,

The Charlotte correspondent of the
Atlanta Journal sends the followin
in regard to the Coleman cotton miﬁ
here, under date of April 6:

“The Coleman mill contains 5,200

spindles, 140 looms and 22 cards, W ‘ 1 ‘ l
besides other necessary machinery. arren ay O eman
| The power is furnished by a 250

horse power engineand two 100 horse
" | power boilers. The building is three

stories, the first floor containing the
7l looms, the second tha earda and

mes. cglcma; T In 1902, when the textile industry

pects to g

'(Rgricuitur  Concord, May 26 —The Coleman Mil] suffered an economic downturn, he

| stitation | 15 advertised for sale under execution,

|other nexi| the sale to be made upon the care of J struggled to keep the mill running.

k. Stag, trustee. Th ' '
tom in the y . ere 18 a cons -
“|bor,but tI| able debt hanging over the o

A | '

what migt 4 L€ property, . : L
|Bor_opers| 811l the future of the mill is very un: Warren resigned as president in Dec
' ro operat| Corialn.  This is the mill that was or- :
leee wogesl BBTIZEC ADd controlled and worked by 1903 and the mill was sold to Cannon
: "ﬁ“:‘f(')nzof (;).tc;red people, and has been watched : : IPRE
‘|said recenst With 8 good deal of interest. As to its mills in 1904, The building later
made, AN fl:g;tbemg able to pay anything on its !
4 E,%%%Jl‘i that‘itlg:ll;ltl,oet.xg\)eneuce 80 far indicates became Cannon Plant #9.

* | point, and fhat Tater there would be
a uniform rate of wages among the
- | negroes,

“To avoid any Yace conflicts the
n | mill employing negro labor has been
located outside of town and some
digﬁunce from the other Concord
mills."

The Greensboro Patriot (Greensboro,
North Carolina) 1 Jun 1904, p 10

o=

The Concord Times (Concord,
North Carolina) Apr 12, 1900, p. 3
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Civil Unrest



Loray Mill Strike

Ella May Wiggins
and

Orville Frank Aderholt

MURDER OF
GASTONIA
POLICEMAN
S CHARGE

Tl Marks Mate » e
- el "‘r'ﬂ'ﬂ ™
st Sy

——

. HEARD THREATS T0
o KILL IN GASTONIA

' Witness Says Man in Mob Following
"I Truck Said “Let's Get Them Out
! of Here or Kill Bveryone of Them."

| Charlotte, Feb, 26.—7.  F.' Wilson,
Jof York, S. C., who was in Gastonia
‘| the day Mrs, Ella May Wiggins, Bes-
semer City textile worker, was kill-
led, testified in court that he heard
(1 threats against the visiting textile
workers,

[ “Let’s gel them out of here or kill
.| everyone of them,"” an unidentified
“*man who was in the mob following

)

| —

|

[

trial »
Lilled September 14

Ella May Wiggins. was killed while
she and 22 other national .textile un:
fon workers were being chased out o)
Gastonia on the afterhoon of Satur-
day, September 14, The communiuis
had started from Bessemer City in
George Lingerfelt’'s truck for an adq-
vertised communist speaking in routh
Gastonin. When they reached Airline
avenue near the Loray mill the truck
stopped and the communists were
told not to go to the speaking ground,
The truck was turmed around an'
started back toward Bessemer City.
It was held up at ® signal light and
men in cars, witnesses testified, o
rounded the truck,. When the light
changed, the truck started out of Gas-
tonin and was followed, some witneay-
cs said, by 60 or 760 automobiles filled

with moen.




Loray Mill

-‘Gasti;x;ii'af N. C., Lo.ray Cotton Mill (67 000 Spindles) I_O ray M i I I WaS O n e Of the Iarg eSt m i I IS
' IN the state.

In the 1920s, to Increase profits
management introduced the “stretch-
out” system, which increased work

and reduced pay.

This idea was not popular.

Frost Torrence & Co., Druggists, Gastonia, N.C. , via Wikimedia Commons
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Orville Frank Aderholt (1874-1929)

E

He married Nanni
ie L Turbvfill i
and they had 7 children. vfill in 1899

' |
ﬁﬁa\l/l\:orked fIrS_t as a lumber dealer and
y as a Police Chief for the City of

Gastonia.

GASTONIA CHIEF POLICE ORVILLE F. A
RAY MILLS 1929 STR

VICTIM OF THE LO

OF THE LORAY MILLS 1929 STRIK




Ella May Wiggins

Ella May was the daughter of James Emanual May and Lucretia Catherine
Maples

She was born in Tennessee in 1900 and moved with her family to North
Carolina looking for work in the mills.
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Ella May Wiggins

She married John Wiggins in 1898 and they had 10 children, four who died
young of whooping cough.

John deserted the family before 1920 leaving Ella to care for the children
and earn a living.




Ella May Wiggins

YoulRlili: mill mother's mlament pete seger

She joined the Labor movement and
began writing protest songs and
poems.

Mill Mother's Lament

Pete Seeger

American Industrial Ballads

> Pl o) 002/1:37

Mill Mother's Lament

M The Union Boys - Topic

8 Dl Subscribe R .
f o suoscive 909 views
+ Add to A Share Mor |‘ 8 ,l 0



Ella May Wiggins

She joined the Labor movement and
began writing protest songs and
poems.

Song: Mill Mother's Lament
Lyrics: Ella May Wiggins(1)

Music:

'Year: 1929
Genre:

| Country: USA

We leave our home in the morning,
We kiss our children good-bye,

' While we slave for the bosses,

Our children scream and cry.

And when we draw our money,

' Our grocery bills to pay,

Not a cent to spend for clothing,
Not a cent to lay away.

' And on that very evening,

Our little son will say,

' “l need some shoes, dear mother,
' And so does sister May.”

——

| How it grieves the heart of a mother,
You every one must know,

But we can’t buy for our children,
Our wages are too low.

Now listen to me, workers,
Both women and men,

| We are sure to win our union,
If all would enter in.

ber

| hope this will be a warning,
| hope you will understand,
And help us win our victory,
And lend to us a hand.

It I1s for our little children,
That seem to us so dear,
But for us nor them, dear workers,
The bosses do not care.

But understand, all workers,
Our union they do fear,

Let's stand together, workers,
And have a union here.

-



Fred Beal & the NTWU

Fred Beal one of the leaders of the
National Textile Workers Union, a
communist labor union, decided
Loray would be a great place to stage
a strike and gain a foothold in the In
the textile mills down south.

The NTWU began organ 1ZI Nng and the g L'l:&"é m:dm'phot:"l;mvlded by the University of North Carolina Press,
- : Is sh .
strike began March 30, 1929 g o Lo b e o st
it l;;glgd Beal. Miller, McGinnis and Beal were among those put on trial in

Asheville Citizen-Time (Asheville, North Carolina) 17 Sep 2007, p 3



Strike Continues

The strike went on for many weeks.

Tensions Increased.

MOB DEMOLISHES
“STRIKERS’ BUILDING

DISORDERS AT GASTONIA
MILL.

Group of Unidentified Men
Swoop Down on Headquarters

of N. T. W. U. in Early Morn.

Gdétoniq, N. C., April 18,—Descend-
ing suddenly on the Loray mill vil-
lage shortly before dawn today a

group of men variously estimated to
i B e ANN b BN sacot of thaw

The Gaffney Ledger (Gaffney, South Carolina) 20 Apr 1929, p 6



7 Jun 1929 : O F Aderholdt is shot

4 GASTON OFFICERS SHOT DOWN AT STRIKE MEETING
Sig‘r;i;zg Of Repamlwm Rep(;r‘t‘Solvea.x ‘..‘.lajm' .ll-.'n.rld I’r.o.h.Iem POLICE HEAD
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Asheville Citizen Times (Asheville, North Carolina) 8 Jun 1929, p 1



O F Aderholt
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Trial and Aftermath

16 people were Indicted for the
murder of Aderholt.

A juror went insane at the trial and a
mistrial was declared.

In September, mobs of men tried to
drive the strikers out of the county.
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4 MOBILIZE Em . LP’ 5 _
THE GASTONIA PRISO RS

B M—l ‘l—q“ q

5‘@3:‘2’:@ B i
SIXTEEN STRIKERS AND OEGANIZERS

| oF THE NATIONALTEXTILE WORKERS UNION ,
FACE DEATH AND LONG IMPQISONMENT

m T A R R

DEFEAT THE BOSSES CONSPIQACY

TO PREVENT ORGANIZING THE SOUTH |
DEFEND THE RIGHT TO 0RGANIZF / |

By State Archives of North Carolina Raleigh, NC, via Wikimedia
Commons
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The abrupt ending of the trial was
followed by ¢ flare-up of mobd °
ence In Gastonia during which the
mob ralded Communist and union
headquarters in Gastonia and Char-
1otte and & section of the mod kKid-
naped Ben Wells, British textile work-
er C M lell, and C. D Saviors, and
rarried them toe Cabarrus Countiy
where Wells was flogged. Out of this
inclident grew aAn Investigation hy
Judge Thomas J Shaw resyiting in
seven men. emploves of eotion miils
heing held to the CADANTUS and Gas-
ton superior courts on charges of
kKidnaning and assault

The mob violence continued Apo.
radically for two weeks and on Sep!
14 Mrs. Ella May WIggIns, a striker
rrom Bessemer City was aho! and
k‘lled Seven men are held In con-
nection with this inclident,

A few davs later Cleo Tesenair, a
union organizer, was Kkidnaped a!
Kings Mountain and carried to South
Carolina and flogged.

Since the Tesenalr flogring there
has been no further troubdle,

Murder of Ella May Wiggins

In September Ella and others went to
Washington DC to talk to senators about
conditions in the mills.

She returned to Gastonia, and on
September 14 she was riding In the back of
a pickup truck with her brothers and was
shot and killed.

The strike ended soon after that.

https:.//www.ourstate.com/loray-mill-strike/
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The children of Ella May Wiggins




The family of Orville Aderholt
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Death of Nancy Turbyfill Aderholt
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Putting your ancestors into context

* Trace them through the census

» Look for maps, especially Sanborn maps of the area for mills
» Search local newspapers for articles about the mills

* Google the mill name

» Search Google Books

» Search Loc.gov “Lewis Wickes Hine”, counties of interest and mill names
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Textile Mills

https://finding-forgotten-stories.com/textile-mills-supporting-
documents/
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