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How did your ancestors put 
food on the table?

Put a roof over their head?

How did they support 
themselves?





Understanding Your Farmer



Adam B Snavely in 1860 and 1870 census



Adam in the 1870 Agricultural census



Adam in the 1870 Agricultural census



Consider Property Ownership Maps
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Some Ancestors Were Creative



Frederick Sprinkle Snavely, 1870, Trimble, KY



Frederick Sprinkle Snavely, 1880, Bedford, KY



Frederick Sprinkle Snavely, 1900, Smyth, VA

Carpenter, unemployed 12 months, married 30 years 

He married Frances E Garriotte Sullivan on Dec 25, 1869

Hardware Merchant, married 30 years, no children



A Patent for Grain Grading and Separating



A Patent for Grain Grading and Separating



A Patent for Grain Grading and Separating



Frederick Sprinkle Snavely, 1910, Smyth, VA

Carpenter, House working on own account

Widower? No. Divorced



Frederick Sprinkle Snavely, 1920, Smyth, VA

Carpenter, House working on own account

Living with niece and grand niece







Henry Linton of Chesterfield 
County, South Carolina



Henry Linton

Born and died in Chesterfield County, 
South Carolina

Lived from 1776 to 1873





Henry Linton: 1850, 1860 Chesterfield County, SC



Henry Linton: 1850 Slave Schedule



Henry Linton: 1850 Slave Schedule



Henry Linton: 1860 Slave Schedule



Henry Linton: 1860 Slave Schedule















1850 Ag Schedules, Chesterfield, South Carolina



1860 Ag Schedules, Chesterfield, South Carolina



1860 Ag Schedules, Chesterfield, South Carolina



All of Chesterfield County in 1850



All of Chesterfield County in 1850



All of Chesterfield County in 1860



Martins of York County, South 
Carolina





3 generations

Thomas & Elizabeth

Bird & Rebecca

Thomas & Julie Ann



Martins in 1850; York, SC; Cleveland, NC



Martins in 1850; York, SC; Cleveland, NC



Martins in 1850; York, SC; Cleveland, NC



Thomas and Elizabeth Martin, York, SC, 1850

York County, SC:

• Dwelling 90: Thomas and Elizabeth, farmer, real estate $1400

• Dwelling 91: Bird and Rebecca, farmer, no real estate

• Dwelling 92: Henderson and Elizabeth, farmer, no real estate

• Dwelling 93: Thomas M Martin and Sarah, farmer, no real estate

Cleveland, NC

• Posey and Lucinda, farmer, no real estate



What is on Thomas’ farm?



Will of Thomas Martin, died 1855



Will of Thomas Martin, died 1855



Thomas dies in 1855

Land sold to children and laid out for wife





Division of the Farm



Martins in 1860; York, SC



Thomas and Elizabeth Martin, York, SC, 1860

York County, SC:

• Dwelling 12: Henderson and Elizabeth, farmer, $994 real estate, $998 personal

• Dwelling 14: Bird and Rebecca, farmer, farmer, $750 real estate, $490 personal

• Dwelling 46:Thomas M and Sarah, farmer, $1000 real estate, $2133 personal

• Dwelling 47: Posey Martin, farmer, no real estate, $140 personal

•



Using the Census



Marriage 
Bond



Rockbridge County, Virginia



Rockbridge County, Virginia



Charlton Wallace, 1860 Census, Rockbridge



Charlton Wallace: Neighbors with Property



Where is Charlton?





Charlton Wallace, 1850, Rockbridge County

Laborer, no real estate



Charlton Wallace, 1860, Rockbridge County

Day Laborer, no real estate, $35 personal



Charlton Wallace buys 3 acres, 1869



Charlton Wallace buys 3 acres







Charlton Wallace, 1870, Rockbridge County

Plasterer, $500 real estate, no personal listed



Charlton Wallace, 1880, Rockbridge County

Plasterer, living next to daughter Mary and son James W[illiam]



Charlton Wallace, 1900, Rockbridge County

No Occupation, rents home, living next to daughter Susan and son William



Charlton Wallace, obituary





Industry and Manufacturing 



E S E Chambers, 1850 Cleveland, North Carolina



E S E Chambers, 1860 Cleveland, North Carolina



E S E Chambers, 1870 Cleveland, North Carolina



E S E Chambers, 1850 Manufacturing



E S E Chambers, 1860 Manufacturing



E S E Chambers, 1870 Industry







Tax Records and Court Orders



1812 Wythe County, Virginia, Personal Property Tax List, District A



1812 Wythe County, Virginia, Personal Property Tax List, District B



1830 Wythe County, Virginia, Personal Property Tax List, District A



Moving On Up



James and Sudie Hamrick Turner

1907 Henrietta, NC; Sudie married 
James; 

1910 Charlotte, NC; James is a 
Mattress Retailer

In 1910, they were living in Charlotte, 
NC



James and Sudie Hamrick Turner

In 1918, they were living in Charlotte, 
NC

1907 Henrietta, NC; Sudie married 
James; 

1910 Charlotte, NC; James is a 
Mattress Retailer

1918 Henrietta, NC; James is 
working for his brother Ira



James and Sudie Hamrick Turner

In 1920 They were in High Shoals, NC

James was working as a Grocery 
Merchant on his Own Account; most 
people in neighborhood were working 
in the Cotton Mill

1907 Henrietta, NC; Sudie married 
James; 

1910 Charlotte, NC; James is running 
a Mattress Retailer

1918 Henrietta, NC; James is 
working for his brother Ira

1920 High Shoals, NC; A Grocery 
Merchant 



James and Sudie Hamrick Turner

In 1930 They were in Statesville, NC

James owned an Undertaking Parlor, 
not sure what his occupation was

1907 Henrietta, NC; Sudie married 
James; 

1910 Charlotte, NC; James is running 
a Mattress Retailer

1918 Henrietta, NC; James is 
working for his brother Ira

1920 High Shoals, NC; A Grocery 
Merchant 

1930 Statesville, NC; Undertaking 
Parlor



James and Sudie Hamrick Turner

In 1941 They were in Charlotte, NC

James was working for/with his 
brother Ira as a salesman for Turner 
Trading Company

1930 Statesville, NC; Undertaking 
Parlor

1941 Charlotte; salesman for Turner 
Trading Center



James and Sudie Hamrick Turner

In 1942 They were in Asheville, NC

James was working for/with his 
Lonnie Turner, relationship unknown 
as the manager of Turner Body Works

1930 Statesville, NC; Undertaking 
Parlor

1941 Charlotte; salesman for Turner 
Trading Center

1942 Asheville, NC; mgr of Turner 
Body Works



James and Sudie Hamrick Turner

In 1943 They were in Ashville, NC

James owned(?) Welding Engineering 
School where his son and daughter-in-
law worked

1943 Asheville, NC; Welding 
Engineering Schools



James and Sudie Hamrick Turner

In 1951 They were in Charlotte, NC 1943 Asheville, NC; Welding 
Engineering Schools

1951 Charlotte, NC; worked at 



James and Sudie Hamrick Turner

In 1959 They were in Charlotte, NC

James usual occupation was Real 
Estate

1943 Asheville, NC; Welding 
Engineering Schools

1951 Charlotte, NC; worked at 

1959 James dies in Charlotte, NC





Using Clues in Inventories



Rosier Kelly

Examine the estate records















They were all cooks





Mills & Mines



Post Civil War

Before and right after the Civil War most of the 
textile mills were in the north.  

But with the economy still faltering in the South 
in the late 1800s to textile manufactures saw a 
cheap labor pool available and started building 
mills from Virginia to Alabama. 



Mill Schools

The "Kinleygarten" (the mill policeman 
called it) at Lynchburg (Va.) Cotton Mills. The 
children of the mill settlement, from 6 to 8 
years attend. Several older boys were 
hanging around and joining in when they 
could. Also a mother and babe. I asked Miss 
Carrington, in charge, where the children 
from 8 to 14 go, and she said that few of them 
at those ages care for education. They are 
just waiting to become old enough to get into 
the mill. The only available school for them is 
a long way off. Lynchburg, Virginia.







Life in the Mills

Wages were low.  Many men, women and children were 
worked long hours and the women and children earning 
less than the men.

They usually worked 12 hours a day, six days a way and in 
the 1880s averaged about 12 cents a day. 



Cotton Mill and Village. Conditions rather good. Location: Tupelo, Mississippi. 



Life

In the years before World War I, the 
workers lived in mill villages which is 
viewed as a unique working culture one 
that created a sense of family mimicking 
the same culture that rural families had in 
the south in farming communities.



Mrs. L. Bosher, living in a rundown cotton mill village Matoaca, Va. Her husband has 

been a mill hand here for a long time but recently got work up town, as many of their 

neighbors have done during the slack times, most of them going way into the city to 

the trunk and cigarette factories. Location: Matoaca, Virginia



Family of B. F. Clark, 219 N. 4th 

Street. This family has worked in 8 

different mill villages in the past 

five years. Clark was a prosperous 

farmer, before that, but his farm 

ran down. He says mill families get 

the habit of moving from place to 

place. "And mills are writing all the 

time, giving great inducements 

and trying to fool you too." Some 

of the families around here have 

moved much more than we have. 

Moving eats up a heap of money." 

The father and all in group except 

mother and baby are in the mill. 

Home bare and ill-kept. Location: 

Columbus, Mississippi. 




