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The gap between 1860 and 1870
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There was a knock at the door…..
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There was a knock at the door…..
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They were living in the same place
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Some numbers for context

• U.S. population in 1860: about 31 million people

• 21 million in the north; 

• 10 million in the south; includes about 4 million slaves

• In Union states, about 37% of the free male population enlisted in the 
Union, less than 1% in the Confederacy

• In Confederate states, 64% of the free male population enlisted in the 
Confederacy, 5% in the Union

• About 180,000 African Americans served in the Union Army
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There are over 30 million 
Civil War stories our 
ancestors can tell.
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How Do You Tell 30 Million Stories?
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Private Charles Mitchel

Co. D, 107th NY Volunteers
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William Thomas 
Alexander

Co. B, 13th NC 
Infantry
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4th U.S. Colored Troops Infantry
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Electoral College Results of 1860
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Everyone living in the U.S.

Who has a story to tell?
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People living in the 
Union States

Men in Union 
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People 
living in 
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People living 
border 
states

Slaves in 
1860

Men in 
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battles



Find the Soldiers In Your Tree
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1. Examine your family tree

2. Organize your family data

3. Gather the likely suspects

4. Pick someone and gather their brothers, cousins

5. Which side did they fight for

6. Start searching for records

7. Summarize and update what you know

8. Update your story

Finding the Soldiers in Your Tree



Even if you are looking to find the story of one ancestor, it is probably 
worthwhile to search your tree, and determine who might be a likely 
candidate.

What are you looking for?

• Men
• Between born between 1816 and 1846.  (This includes men between 

the ages of 15 and 45 in 1861).
• Men who were in the United States in the 1860 census.

Get Organized



Step 1: Examine Your Family Tree

I start walking 
up and down 
my family 
tree, looking 
for ancestor’s 
in my direct 
line that might 
have served.



Step 1: Examine Your Family Tree

Jeremiah seems 
like a likely 
candidate.



He was born in 1826, 
and he would have 
been 35 in 1861.

He is in the 1870 census in 
Amherst, Virginia.

He is in the 1860 
census in Amherst, 
Virginia.



Step 1: Examine Your Family Tree

Also, note the ages of the 
children.

Are there gaps between 
1860 and 1865?  That is a 
clue.



Step 2: Organize Your Family Data 

Let’s start a spread sheet to organize our data.

• Where he lived in 1860 and 1870 help us determine what side he 
fought for, as well as where he might have enlisted.

• Gaps in ages of children help us decide if he was not at home in the 
1860’s.



Step 3: Finish gathering the likely suspects



Step 4: Pick someone and gather family data

James Calvin Donald

Find his brothers:



Step 5: Which side did they fight for?

Union States:
California, Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Maine, 

Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Nevada, New Hampshire, 
New York, New Jersey, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode 
Island, Vermont, Wisconsin

Confederate States:
South Carolina, Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia, 

Louisiana, Texas, Virginia, Arkansas, Tennessee, North 
Carolina

Border States:
Delaware, Maryland, Kentucky, Missouri, West Virginia



William Harvey Carney
54th Massachusetts Colored Infantry, Company C







Collect war records about 
William
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Medal of Honor
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Service Records

32



Muster Rolls
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Enlistment and Muster Dates
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Where was he injured
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Military Headstone Applications
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Find A Grave

38



Census Records
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1870, New Bedford, Massachusetts



Death, 1908
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Death, 1908
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Find the Battles
Where do I gather information about Civil War Battles?
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Battles

384 significant battles in the U.S. Civil War
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People who 
fought in 

them
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saw photos 
of battles
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heard and 
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Got together with our friends at American Battlefield Trust
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How do we organize people to tell a meaningful story?
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Battles: 54th Massachusetts Infantry

• Battle of Grimball’s Landing

• Second Battle of Fort Wagner

• Battle of Olustee

• Battle of Honey Hill

• Battle of Boykin’s Mill
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Fort Wagner
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Olustee, Florida, 20 Feb 1864 

48



49



Families Serving Together 
The Donalds of Rockbridge County, Virginia



Let’s Find James Donald
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Let’s Find James Donald
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Let’s Find James Donald
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Let’s Find James Donald
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Let’s Find James Donald
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Let’s Find James Donald
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Let’s Find James Donald
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Let’s Find James Donald
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Look at the Unit Information
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Service Records
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Add documents from Fold3
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James 
Calvin
Donald 
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James 
Calvin
Donald 
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James 
Calvin
Donald 
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John
Donald 
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Benjamin
Matchette
Donald
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What happened around June 12th?
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Update the Spread Sheet
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Finding an Existing Memorial Page
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Create an Entry on the Honor Wall
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Add documents from Fold3
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Add events and create a map
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Tell your story
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Tell your story
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What about the people at home?



Family and 
local 
histories



Family and 
local 
histories



Family and 
local 
histories



Historical Context and Newspapers



1. Source the record
"Deaths," Lexington (Virginia) Gazette, 26 Jul 1899, online archives, 

Chronicling America (http://chroniclingamerica.org : accessed 5 Feb 2014, 
page 3, col 4.

2. Examine the image, not just the index
Not too applicable



3. List ALL points of genealogical importance
• James died at the age of sixty-three – his birth 

year around 1836
• He died on a Thursday. The paper was published 

on Wednesday, July 26th, so he died on July 20th.
• He suffered from Bright’s disease and was 

confined to his bed the last two months of his life.
• He was a Confederate soldier and served with the 

Rockbridge Grays and the 14th Virginia Calvary.  
• He was a prisoner of war at Camp Chase.
• His wife was the daughter of Charlton Wallace.
• In 1899, four children were living: Mrs. James 

Brogan, Mrs. W. P. .Gillispie, J. C. Donald, and J. H. 
Donald.  All lived in Rockbridge

• He belonged to the Lee-Jackson camp.
• Rev. Henry P. Hamill officiated the funeral



Families Serving Together 
The Snavelys of Smyth County, Virginia



The Snavelys of Smyth County
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Adam Boyd Snavely
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William H Snavely
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Frederick 
Sprinkle 
Snavely
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Francis M 
Calhoun
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Joseph Ralston (h/o Susan Snavely)
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The Snavelys of Smyth County
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Galvanized Yankees







Organizing Our Data Differently
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‘’

Create a Additional Organizing Principle

• We organize people in family trees

▪ Relationships

▪ Vital information

• New principle: Regiments and Companies 
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Gold Griffin 
Holland

NC 28th, Co H
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Headstone Application
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Who was in Company H, 28th NC Infantry?
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Who was in Company H, 28th NC Infantry?
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• James Holland, Gold’s younger brother
• Jerome and Phineas Holland, Gold’s paternal cousins
• Thomas J Holland, Gold’s son
• Lansford Hopper’s son married Gold’s daughter Permelia
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So how do we put these 
stories together?
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We are pulling more information out of our existing collections.
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We’ve been collecting information.
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We’ve been collecting information.
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We’ve been collecting information.
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Phase 1: Battle and Regiment Pages
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Phase 1: Battle and Regiment Pages
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Phase 1: Battle and Regiment Pages
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Phase 2: Soldiers in the Regiment

• Starting with North Carolina Soldiers

• Soldiers from New York

• African American Soldiers

• Other states 1 by 1

• Navies on both sides
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Phase 3: Members can contribute

• Pictures

• Letters

• Details you know

• References such as books and websites

• Corrections and additions
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We are building you a new way to experience your 
ancestor’s lives in the gap between 1860 and 1870

http://bit.ly/civil-war-stories

Are you interested in helping and sharing your thoughts?

http://bit.ly/civil-war-stories


Presenter Contact Information

Fold3 
• https://blog.fold3.com
• Twitter: @fold3
• https://www.Instagram.com/foldthree/
• https://facebook.com/foldthree/

Regiment
• https://www.fold3/projectregiment
• Signup to help! http://bit.ly/civil-war-stories

Where to find Anne:
• https://www.clustergenealogy.com (slides will be up this weekend)
• Twitter: @ancestryanne
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