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Woods Map of 1821
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Woods Map of 1821



What Do We Notice?
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Wythe County, 1820ish, cluster of people
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1820 US Federal Census, Wythe County
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1820 Wythe County Tax List
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1822 Wythe County Tax Lists – List of Ordinary Licenses 
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Who are the members of 
each Genetic Community?

?



Ancestors

• Genealogy focuses on building 
the tree.

• Moving back one generation at 
a time.

• We document when and where 
they were born, married and 
died.

• You can think of your tree, or 
your direct ancestors, as one 
cluster that you belong to.



Cluster Genealogy

• But that is just one cluster.

• Everyone belongs to many groups 
or clusters of people.

• Pick a group your ancestor 
belonged to.   Don’t think of it as 
just a label. 

• Research it and other people in it.

Group of children in the kindergarten school composed of the cotton mill people. Even 
during the play the mill is ever in the back ground. Dallas Cotton Mill. Location: Dallas, 
Texas. Photo by Lewis Wickes Hine, October 1913. Courtesy of Library of Congress



Cluster Research

• These children either worked in the 
Dallas Cotton Mill, went to school 
there or more likely both.

• Don’t think of Dallas Cotton Mill as 
just a event or label.

• It applied to a group of people who 
shared an experience.

Group of children in the kindergarten school composed of the cotton mill people. Even 
during the play the mill is ever in the back ground. Dallas Cotton Mill. Location: Dallas, 
Texas. Photo by Lewis Wickes Hine, October 1913. Courtesy of Library of Congress



Three common types of cluster research

• Collateral research

• Descendancy research

• FAN research

San Augustine, Texas. Farm family in town on Saturday 
morning. Photo by John Vanchon, Apr 1943.  Courtesy of 
Library of Congress.



Who are your collateral relatives?

Your collateral relatives are 
anyone you share an ancestor 
with, but is not a direct 
ancestor.

Cousins, aunts, uncles, nieces 
or nephews.

Could you match them on a 
DNA chart? Then they are a 
collateral relative.



Research the entire family

• The recommendation is, when 
doing research, do the entire 
family.

• Don’t ignore the siblings of the 
person you are researching.

• Document their vitals and families 
as well.



Descendancy research

Descendancy research goes down, not up.

Pick a couple in your tree, and document all known descendants.



FAN: Friends, Acquaintances, Neighbors

“…many successful researchers live by the FAN 
Principle: When those we study left no 
document to handily supply the information we 
seek, we often find it in the records created by 
members of their FAN Club—their Friends, 
Associates, and Neighbors.”

-- Elizabeth Shown Mills, QuickLesson 11: 
Identity Problems and the FAN Principle

https://www.evidenceexplained.com/content/quicklesson-11-identity-problems-fan-principle

https://www.evidenceexplained.com/content/quicklesson-11-identity-problems-fan-principle


Cluster Research

• But it is more than just find the 
record or pieces of information 
that help us document our 
ancestors.

• It helps us put our ancestors into 
context and understand them.

• It’s a different thing to be a child 
who works in the mill than a child 
whose parents own the mill. Group of children in the kindergarten school composed of the cotton mill people. Even 

during the play the mill is ever in the back ground. Dallas Cotton Mill. Location: Dallas, 
Texas. Photo by Lewis Wickes Hine, October 1913. Courtesy of Library of Congress



What documents should you be looking at?

• Documents that tell us about 
groups of people.



Michael Snavely

• Born Dec 1848 in Smyth County, 
Virginia, 4th of 5 children

• Moved from Virginia to Texas, most 
likely in 1855, age 7.

• Married in Colorado County, Texas, 
age 29

• Died in Texas, likely Caldwell 
County, age 63



Natchez Trace Parkway

https://www.nps.gov/natr/planyourvisit/placestogo.htm

https://www.nps.gov/natr/planyourvisit/placestogo.htm


Census Work: 1900

1900: Luling, Caldwell, Texas, Mike L Snavely, dwelling 268, family 279

Household of Mike L Snavely (Dec 1828, 51, VA, W), tin smith, rents home; wife, Blanch Secrest (Jan 1861, 39, 
TX, W), keeping house; married 21 years; 2/2 children living: Larkin L (Oct 1881, 16, TX, W) post office clerk, 
Robert E (Sep 1889, 10, TX, W), at school; also in household: John Secrest, ( Nov 1877, 22, TX, W)(Blanch’s
brother), carpenter; Lottie Strickland, (Sep 1880, 19, TX, W) (Mike’s niece), school teacher

Both Mike and John had been out of work 6 months in the last year.

No other Secrests or Snavelys in Caldwell County.

Only one other group of tin workers, no known relation.



1880: Weimar, Colorado, Texas, Mike L Snavely, dwelling 55, family 53

Household of Mike L Snavely (29, VA, W), tinner; wife, Blanch Secrest (18, TX, W), keeping house; both can 
read/write

Other Households nearby: H Z Windrow (30, TX, W), postmaster; R H Hunsberger (39, PA, W), tinner; Frank 
Shetmatten (25, TX, W), furniture manufacturer; H C Carey (45, MI, W), baker; Thos J Grace (49, TN, W) , 
cotton buyer; George Bishop (40, NY, W) (b-i-l, married to Mattie Secrest, Blanch’s sister), carpenter;

Census Work: 1880



Surname Clusters



Census Work: 1880 (tinner cluster)

oSarah E Jones is the former Sarah Elizabeth Snavely, sister of 
Michael



Census Work: 1880 (born in VA cluster)



Census Work: 1870

1870: Columbus Precinct 1, Colorado, Texas, Jasper Newton 
Binkley, dwelling 29, family 31

Mike L Snavely is living in the household of Jasper Binkley who is a Manufacturer of Tin 
Ware.  Mike Snavely is one of 3 men in the household who are Tin Smiths.

Household of Jakrent Binkley (25, TN, W); children: Deliah [Cordelia] (20, TN, W), James E (13, TN, 
W), William A (9, TX, W) , Fred S (4, TX, W); Manufacturer of Tin Ware; $2500 real estate, $2000 
personal; James is attending school; family can read and write

Also in household:

Mary B Nash, (no age given, TX, W)

Amanda Nash (?) (35, TN, B), housekeeping; can’t read/write

Mike J Carrell (25, KY, W),  tin smith, no real estate/personal property, can read/write

Mike L Snavely (21, VA, W), tin smith, no real estate/personal property, can read/write

George Holeman (19, AL, W), tin smith, no real estate/personal property, can read/write



1870 Households around Mike Snavely

• James R Muckkerry (37, TN, W), retired good merchant 
$4500/$9000

• John W Harbert (36, TN, W), retired farmer, $3000/$500 

• John D Campbell (28, TN, W), retired merchant, $2000/ $250

• Levi W Kelly (41, TN, W), carpenter, $200/$100

• Horace H Haskell (40, TN, W), Constable Precinct #1, $1000/$2000

• Thomas Nash (32, VA, W), clerk store

• Joseph P Harris (28, TX, W), no profession, $1250/$200

• William J Dardin (45, VA, W), lawyer, $2000/$500

• Andrew Gallilee (30, VA, W), black smith

• James M Cummins (43, TN, W), retired farmer, $2000/$300;



Census Work: 1870

1870 Manf Sch: Columbus, Colorado, Texas, J N Binkley



Census Work: 1860

1860 Manf Sch: Precinct 1, Colorado, Texas, J N Binkley



Census Work: 1860

1860: Post Office, Columbus, Colorado, Texas, Nicholas Snavely 
household, dwell 294, fam 278
Household of N A Snavely, Wife, Leah Scherer, Children, M A (17), E E (14), M L (13), F C (11);  Nicholas is 
farmer; $5000 real estate, $1340 personal; all 4 children attended school; everyone born in VA, except 
Leah, NC

Other Households nearby: J B Runion (30, TX, W), pilot, $100/$300; T S Wesson (22, England, W), tinner, 
$400/$0;  J M Howard, (25, PA, W), master carpenter, $0/$0; J Shrots (22,TN, W), cabinet maker, $0/0; 
Charles Dilert (25, France, W), black smith, convict; Robert Robson (60, Scotland, W), farmer, 
$30000/$5000, b Scotland;  W J Darden (35, unk), lawyer, $0/$15000; b VA; H[annah] B Snavely (42, sister 
of Leah, widow of Peter Snavely); $300/$100, b NC, children VA; 



1860 Houses around Nicholas Snavely

• J B Runion (30, TX, W), pilot, $100/$300

• T S Wesson (22, England, W), tinner, $400/$0 

• J M Howard, (25, PA, W), master carpenter, $0/$0

• J Shrots (22,TN, W), cabinet maker, $0/0

• Charles Dilert (25, France, W), black smith, convict

• Robert Robson (60, Scotland, W), farmer, $30000/$5000, b Scotland

• W J Darden (35, VA, W), lawyer, $0/$15000; 

• H[annah] B Snavely (42, NC, W)(sister of Leah, widow of Peter Snavely); $300/$100, 
children, born VA; 



Census Work: 1850

1850: District 60, Smyth, Virginia, Nicholas Snavely 
household

Household of Nicholas A Snavely, Wife, Leah Scherer, Children, Salley E (9), Mary A 
(7), Eliza E (4) Michael S (3), Frances C (1);  Nicholas is farmer; $1000 real estate; 
Sally and Mary attended school; everyone born in VA, except Leah, NC

Other Households nearby: Michael Aker (67, f-i-l of 1st cousin, John Snavely), farmer; 
$3000 re; Thomas Crow (66, h/o of paternal aunt), farmer; $2000 re; Solomon Crow 
(28, paternal 1st cousin), farmer; Adam Snavely (23, brother), farmer; George 
Snavely (59, father), farmer, $3000 re; David Snavely (26, brother), farmer; John 
Snavely (44, paternal 1st cousin )farmer, $45 real estate



What Clusters Does Michael Snavely Belong To?



Clustering By 
Religion

Lutheran Church – Danevang by A Yee on Flickr



Leah Scherer



Father: John Jacob Scherer

http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=grantpinnix&id=I122611

http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=grantpinnix&id=I122611


Brothers: John Jacob Scherer

https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fsc07

https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fsc07


Brother: Gideon Scherer

https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fsc06

https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fsc06


Journey to Texas

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mississippi_River

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mississippi_River


Journey to Texas

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mississippi_River

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mississippi_River


What Clusters Does Michael Snavely Belong To?



Good Reference Book


