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Wythe County, 1820ish, cluster of people
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1820 US Federal Census, Wythe County
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1820 Wythe County Tax List
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1822 Wythe County Tax Lists - List of Ordinary Licenses
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Who are the members of
each Genetic Community?
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Ancestors

® Genealogy focuses on building

the tree. -
* Moving back one generation at o o
a time. A . e
® We document when and where s i
they were born, married and

died.

® You can think of your tree, or
your direct ancestors, as one
cluster that you belong to.

<l ancestry
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Cluster Genealogy

® But that is just one cluster.

® Everyone belongs to many groups
or clusters of people.

® Pick a group your ancestor
belonged to. Don’t think of it as
just a label.

® Research it and other people init.

Group of children in the kindergarten school composed of the cotton mill people. Even
during the play the mill is ever in the back ground. Dallas Cotton Mill. Location: Dallas,
Texas. Photo by Lewis Wickes Hine, October 1913. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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Cluster Research

® These children either worked in the
Dallas Cotton Mill, went to school
there or more likely both.

® Don’t think of Dallas Cotton Mill as
just a event or label.

* It applied to a group of people who
shared an experience.

Group of children in the kindergarten school composed of the cotton mill people. Even
during the play the mill is ever in the back ground. Dallas Cotton Mill. Location: Dallas,
Texas. Photo by Lewis Wickes Hine, October 1913. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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Three common types of cluster research

® Collateral research

® Descendancy research

® FAN research

> anA
% & D \’

ban Augustine, Texas. Farm family in town on Saturday
morning. Photo by John Vanchon, Apr 1943. Courtesy of
Library of Congress.
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Who are your collateral relatives?

Your collateral relatives are e
anyone you share an ancestor =1 N .
with, but is not a direct . e

ancestor. . o o —

mﬂm - ey uu —
Iﬂd uredup Ao N hedi g 01 Mot

Cousins, aunts, uncles, nieces . Cottt sttt s s I
or nephews.

rhdence: Ervroey -v—
= Wekativedvg. Cart M s yoor Fathey

Could you match them on a . P i
DNA chart? Then they are a S
collateral relative. ¢ R o i B
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Research the entire family

Family Group Sheet for Michael L SNAVELY

® The recommendation is, when
doing research, do the entire
family.

Husbana MchaelL SNAVELY

Brth: 1847 Smyth, Vegne. USA
Mariage 23 5ep 1879 Colorade Teran USA
Surst 15900 Lutng Cadenl Taxas USA
Deathy 14000 1390 in Taxss USA Age 82
Father lecholms A SNAVELY
Mother  Lash SCHERER

Wite Bizoon Mary SECREST
Betn:  25Jan 1561 n Cakdand. Colorado. Texas USA

®* Don’tignore the siblings of the

Desth  130ct 1560 in Son Maos Hays, Texes USA Age 09
Wbar Uy e 0080 person you are researching.

1 Name  Ecwas B BNAVELY
u Ban:  24Mer 13R2 0 Teans USA
Deatrr 37 Jun 1365 in Gandak Los Angats Calfomia USA

® Document their vitals and families
as well.

2 Name  Ladon L SNAVELY

L Bytn.  Oct 1583 m Texak USA
Dastn. 1901 in Lusng Caiowel. Taxas USA
Bunat  Lulng Caldwel Texas USA

3 Name. FobetSdwed SNAVELY
u Butn: 03 Sep 1888, Columbus Coiorsds, Taxas USA
Desty  25)an 1352 in Ssn Antono, Sexar Toxes, USA; Age 82
Spouse LEen GREER

<l ancestry




Descendancy research

Descendancy research goes down, not up.

Pick a couple in your tree, and document all known descendants.

<3 ancestry




FAN: Friends, Acquaintances, Neighbors

“...many successful researchers live by the FAN
Principle: When those we study left no
document to handily supply the information we
seek, we often find it in the records created by
members of their FAN Club—their Friends,
Associates, and Neighbors.”

QuickLesson 11: Identity Problems & the FAN Principle
Bock navigation

| B i St R R S )

70 35T 0 gark Owr povses of QuickLessons
wharunl reay o1 ey ot b Dees

Sewn Dt P sthoses ey

.
ot few s of Py cambore Many - e | 4
S30HTHAES e ewpect ¥ Bag fur the \t_n“ﬁ
008 o0wd T Wl S senend un; 3 oL
Sevancan (e ety wo wouk - ‘m
UL WAL GANoTs Pay pol Nt

ASpeRt 11 ary Sutewng (ocoed Cramed
By 0o pevon

-- Elizabeth Shown Mills, QuickLesson 11:
Identity Problems and the FAN Principle

22 1w 1 i wtg teaty

i Cenetd e Chets Wy B FAN
Fvpde Whes thane ww Vil Wl i
doctrment %1 bandly wpoly P KFCETRREN W Aaed we 0N Bod £ I Teconin O By mvembers of e FAN

Cho—0was Foavit Agoncarvs BeC Amgnoars

https://www.evidenceexplained.com/content/quicklesson-11-identity-problems-fan-principle
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Cluster Research

® But it is more than just find the
record or pieces of information
that help us document our
ancestors.

® |t helps us put our ancestors into
context and understand them.

* It’s a different thing to be a child
who works in the mill than a child
Whose pa rents Own the m|”_ Group of children in the kindergarten school composed of the cottc.)n mill p.eople. Even

during the play the mill is ever in the back ground. Dallas Cotton Mill. Location: Dallas,
Texas. Photo by Lewis Wickes Hine, October 1913. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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What documents should you be looking at?
®* Documents that tell us about

_Qp.. i _.mmw

groups of people.
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Michael Snavely

® Born Dec 1848 in Smyth County,
Virginia, 4t of 5 children

®* Moved from Virginia to Texas, most
likely in 1855, age 7.

®* Married in Colorado County, Texas,
age 29

® Died in Texas, likely Caldwell
County, age 63

<l ancestry
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Natchez Trace Parkway
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A Drive through 10,000 Years of History

TENNESSEE

Meihs chanangg The Natchez Trace Parkway is a 444-mile recreational road and scenic drive through

Huntsvbe

three states. It roughly follows the "Old Natchez Trace" a histodc travel corridor used
by American Indians. "Kaintucks.” European settiers, slave traders, soldiers, and

future presidents. Today, people can enjoy not only a scenic drive but aiso hiking

biking, horseback riding, and camping along the parkway
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https://www.nps.gov/natr/planyourvisit/placestogo.htm
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Census Work: 1900

1900: Luling, Caldwell, Texas, Mike L Snavely, dwelling 268, family 279

Household of Mike L Snavely (Dec 1828, 51, VA, W), tin smith, rents home; wife, Blanch Secrest (Jan 1861, 39,
TX, W), keeping house; married 21 years; 2/2 children living: Larkin L (Oct 1881, 16, TX, W) post office clerk,
Robert E (Sep 1889, 10, TX, W), at school; also in household: John Secrest, ( Nov 1877, 22, TX, W)(Blanch’s
brother), carpenter; Lottie Strickland, (Sep 1880, 19, TX, W) (Mike’s niece), school teacher

Both Mike and John had been out of work 6 months in the last year.

No other Secrests or Snavelys in Caldwell County.

. . Results 1-2 0f 2
Only one other group of tin workers, no known relation.

Parent or Home in 1900

View spouse {City, County, Birth Relation to View

Record Name names State) Dato Birthplace  Head of House Imago

View Thomas R Lockhart, Jul

Record Churchil  S*PF  Caldwell Texas 1869 Nentucky Head

View JohnB Lockhart, Jan Brother in

Record  Gildart Caldwell, Texas 1880 Tems Law
1-20f2 Perpage 50 v
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Census Work: 1880

1880: Weimar, Colorado, Texas, Mike L Snavely, dwelling 55, family 53

Household of Mike L Snavely (29, VA, W), tinner; wife, Blanch Secrest (18, TX, W), keeping house; both can
read/write
Other Households nearby: HZ Windrow (30, TX, W), postmaster; R H Hunsberger (39, PA, W), tinner; Frank

Shetmatten (25, TX, W), furniture manufacturer; H C Carey (45, MI, W), baker; Thos J Grace (49, TN, W),
cotton buyer; George Bishop (40, NY, W) (b-i-l, married to Mattie Secrest, Blanch’s sister), carpenter;

o
[

O.Weimar

<z ancestry’




Surname Clusters

Results 1-4 of 4
Parent or Relation to

View spouse Home in 1880 Birth Head of View
Record Name names (City, County, State)  Year Birthplace House lmage_
View Rudolf Bernardo Paririe, abt .

Record  Schmaly Colorado, Texas 1839 Prussia  Self (Head)
View Moses Precinct 1, abt i
Record  Sherty Colorado, Texas 1856  rkansas »
View Mike L. Weimar, abt o

Record  Suavely Blanch Colorado, Texas 1851 Virginia  Self (Head) &
View Blanch Weimar, abt

Secord’  Stisval Mike L. Colorado, T 186  Texas Wife '

Results 1-80f 8
Patent or Home In 1880
View spouse (City, County, Birth Rolation to Head Yiew
Record Name names State) Yoar Birthplace of House 'map_
Fredsburg,
View Eliza abt
Record  Secrist Cussiga 1816  Rentucky .
exas
Weimar,
View LD ¥ abt North
Record  Secrist M4 Colorado, 1828 Carolina St (Meod)
Weimar,
View Mary J. + abt A : A
Record  Secrist LD ?nlorado. 1840 Missouri Wile F
exas
Weimar,
View \da Lo, 4 abt
Rocord  Secrist  Mary)  Sooredo: 1862 1S Daughter &
" Weimar,
View Delia LD, : abt
Record Secrist  Mary).  Solorado, 1872 oS Daughter 1B
oxan
- Weimar,
View Larkin Lo, 4 abt
Record Secrist  Mary)  Soordo: 1874 TS Daughter B
oxas
" Weimar,
View Floea LD, 7 abt
Record  Secrist  Mary).  Soworado, 1876 oRS Daughter 1§
oxas
Weimar,
View John Lo, 4 abt
Record Secrit  Mary).  soorador 1878 o o8 ®
1-8of8 Perpage S0 »




Census Work: 1880 (tinner cluster)

il - Match all terms exactly

First & Middle Name{s) Last Name
Year Location
Barth Yoor City, Coumy, State, Country
Lived in Colarada County, Texas, USA
+ Exact to this place
Any Event  Vom City, Caunty, State, Country

Add family member:  Jather Mather

First & Middle Name(s)
Father

Mother

Sibling
Spouse
Child

Koyword

o1, pilet or "Flying Tigen™ v

Sibling Spouse Child
Last Name

Results 1-60f 6
Home in 1880 Relation to
View Parent or (City, County, Birth Head of View
7necocd Name spouse names State) Year  Birthplace House Image J
. Columbus,
View abt Self
R L Binkley C.C. ‘T::::?do' 1826 Tennessee (Head) &
Weimar,
View RM. 3 abt Self
Record Hunsberger MY s T Ul BT »
Columbus,
View Wm. H. abt = -Solf
Recied | Josds Sarah E. golorado. 1832 Pennsylvania (Head) »
exas
Weimar,
View A ' abt : . Self
Record  FdLang Henrietta $olocado, 1845 Missouri (Head) &
exas
. Weimar,
View Mike L. ® abt - Self
Record  Suavely Baeck  Colde, . gy VeSS (Head)
Columbus,
View Charles W. abt Self :
Record Traylor sk i S louisiana [y P

oSarah E Jones is the former Sarah Elizabeth Snavely, sister of | c%] ﬂIlCEStl'}r

Michael




Census Work: 1880 (born in VA cluster)

T et T = i
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Search Filtors g S o1 Mlarin Weins,
Results 1-50 of 523 e W ekt et Cobotadi, iy Vg Wit B
e Virginia, USA -] Homa In 1830 - Lttty e T o
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Census Work: 1870

1870: Columbus Precinct 1, Colorado, Texas, Jasper Newton
Binkley, dwelling 29, family 31

Mike L Snavely is living in the household of Jasper Binkley who is a Manufacturer of Tin
Ware. Mike Snavely is one of 3 men in the household who are Tin Smiths.

Household of Jakrent Binkley (25, TN, W); children: Deliah [Cordelia] (20, TN, W), James E (13, TN,
W), William A (9, TX, W), Fred S (4, TX, W); Manufacturer of Tin Ware; $2500 real estate, $2000
personal; James is attending school; family can read and write

Also in household:
Mary B Nash, (no age given, TX, W)
Amanda Nash (?) (35, TN, B), housekeeping; can’t read/write
Mike J Carrell (25, KY, W), tin smith, no real estate/personal property, can read/write
Mike L Snavely (21, VA, W), tin smith, no real estate/personal property, can read/write
George Holeman (19, AL, W), tin smith, no real estate/personal property, can read/write

<l ancestry
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1870 Households around Mike Snavely

® James R Muckkerry (37, TN, W), retired good merchant
S4500/59000

* John W Harbert (36, TN, W), retired farmer, $3000/5$500

* John D Campbell (28, TN, W), retired merchant, $2000/ $250

° Levi W Kelly (41, TN, W), carpenter, $200/5100

® Horace H Haskell (40, TN, W), Constable Precinct #1, $1000/52000
®* Thomas Nash (32, VA, W), clerk store

* Joseph P Harris (28, TX, W), no profession, $1250/5200

* William J Dardin (45, VA, W), lawyer, $2000/5500

* Andrew Gallilee (30, VA, W), black smith

® James M Cummins (43, TN, W), retired farmer, $2000/$300;

<3 ancestry
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Census Work: 1870

1870 Manf Sch: Columbus, Colorado, Texas, J N Binkley

| R o |

|= ' AR 1
W"“ o i"-.?l."i';_’i! i } l,?gg il f% &
" B Jell i [
AP P e il (o
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Census Work: 1860

1860 Manf Sch: Precinct 1, Colorado, Texas, J N Binkley

L vl | 2o ) Mot o R 2 P I thred] 4
P 2l bt 2 /R L2t
Lo | e it \dw T
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Census Work: 1860

1860: Post Office, Columbus, Colorado, Texas, Nicholas Snavely
household, dwell 294, fam 278

Household of N A Snavely, Wife, Leah Scherer, Children, M A (17), E E (14), M L (13), FC(11); Nicholas is
farmer; S5000 real estate, $1340 personal; all 4 children attended school; everyone born in VA, except

Leah, NC

Other Households nearby: J B Runion (30, TX, W), pilot, $100/S300; T S Wesson (22, England, W), tinner,
$400/50; J M Howard, (25, PA, W), master carpenter, $0/S0; J Shrots (22,TN, W), cabinet maker, $0/0;
Charles Dilert (25, France, W), black smith, convict; Robert Robson (60, Scotland, W), farmer,
$30000/$5000, b Scotland; W J Darden (35, unk), lawyer, S0/$15000; b VA; H[annah] B Snavely (42, sister
of Leah, widow of Peter Snavely); $300/5100, b NC, children VA;

<l ancestry
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1860 Houses around Nicholas Snavely

- J B Runion (30, TX, W), pilot, $100/$300

- TS Wesson (22, England, W), tinner, S400/S0

- J M Howard, (25, PA, W), master carpenter, $S0/S0

- J Shrots (22,TN, W), cabinet maker, S0/0

- Charles Dilert (25, France, W), black smith, convict

- Robert Robson (60, Scotland, W), farmer, $30000/55000, b Scotland
- W J Darden (35, VA, W), lawyer, $0/515000;

- H[annah] B Snavely (42, NC, W)(sister of Leah, widow of Peter Snavely); $300/5100,
children, born VA;

<l ancestry



Census Work: 1850

1850: District 60, Smyth, Virginia, Nicholas Snavely
household

Household of Nicholas A Snavely, Wife, Leah Scherer, Children, Salley E (9), Mary A
(7), Eliza E (4) Michael S (3), Frances C (1); Nicholas is farmer; $1000 real estate;
Sally and Mary attended school; everyone born in VA, except Leah, NC

Other Households nearby: Michael Aker (67, f-i-l of 15t cousin, John Snavely), farmer;
$3000 re; Thomas Crow (66, h/o of paternal aunt), farmer; $2000 re; Solomon Crow
(28, paternal 15t cousin), farmer; Adam Snavely (23, brother), farmer; George
Snavely (59, father), farmer, $3000 re; David Snavely (26, brother), farmer; John
Snavely (44, paternal 1%t cousin )farmer, $45 real estate

<l ancestry
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What Clusters Does Michael Snavely Belong To?

HE
-
G
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Clustering By
Religion

<z ancestry’




Leah Scherer

John Jacob SCHERER
Bom: 07 Feb 1785
Guiford, North Carolina, USA
Died: 02 Mar 1860
Columbus, Colorado, Texas, USA

Go # Children: 10

4 @ Gideon Percy SCHERER
@ Lesh SCHERER

@ Hannah B SCHERER

§ Sarah Eve SPOON

@  Simeon SCHERER

@ Michael Moser SCHERER
§ Biza SPOON

@4 John Jacob SCHERER
@4 Luther SCHERER

@4 Ameiia SCHERER

A A AL A AL AAA

=) 3R CIR| s IR AR Y| S |l

Marmiage: 08 Jan 1827 in Orange, North Carolina, USA

02 Dec 1811 in Guifford, North Carolina, USA
1815in North Carolina, USA
1817in North Carolina, USA

06 May 1817in Orange, Virginia, USA

03 Oct 1819in North Carolina, USA

1823in North Carolina, USA

13 May 1823 in Virginia, USA

07 Feb 1830in Wythe, Virginia, USA

09 Mar 1835 in Virginia, USA

1838 in Virginia, USA

Elizabeth GRIESON 812
Bom: 03 Mar 1795

North Carolina, USA
Died: 260ct 1855

Cokumbuss, Colorado, Texas, USA

i » v [E[H]
02 Jun 1861 in Columbus, Colorado, Texas, USA
08 Jan 1875in Colorado. Texas, USA; Age: 56

02 Feb 1853 in Columbus, Colorado, Texas, USA

11 Jul 1876 in Guifford, North Carolina, USA

1882 in Independence. Arkansas, USA

18 Aug 1862 in Rural Retreat, Wythe, Virginia, USA

16 Apr 1913in Marion, Smyth, Virginia, USA; Age at Death: 89
28 Oct 1855 in Columbus, Colorado, Texas. USA

MgChﬂd

<l ancestry



Father: John Jacob Scherer

Rev Jacob Scherer

| Pematiek | otos | Flowesrs | [ hare | bt |
¢ Jacob Scherer, born 2—7—1785. Guilford County, North Carolina; died 3—2—-1860, — T m@mmmw“
near Columbus, Texas. Lutheran Minister, and farmer. Preached in both the German Guilford County
and English languages. Traveled extensively, on one trip making 1600 miles by Gesthi mw DR
horseback to Ohio, Indiana, and Tennessee. Preached the first sermon in Dayton, m«:«m
Ohio, in the German language. Was minister of churches in Guilford, Orange, and Texas, USA
Lincoln Counties, North Carolina, in Wythe County, Virginia, and near Columbus, Lustheran pastor for the North Carolina Syriod
Texas. His farm in Guilford County, North Carolina, was located south of a“mbm‘“mmrm He
Gibsonville. The Whitsett Institute is located on his home place. Married 1st ‘missionary In 1810. He helped organize the
Elizabeth Moser, 5-14-1810, Orange County, North Carolina. At her death, he OuRa T VNS Sy Ve ok 10 UL
married a widow, Mrs. Elizabeth Spoon, nee Grieson, or Greeson, a woman much o fs
younger than he. It is not known, except for the first two, which children were born Parents:
to which wife. Three of his sons, Gideon, Simeon, and John Jacob, became mmﬂ (!‘,::7’ 1824
ministers. In the publication, "Who's Who in America", 1930, it gives the genealogy \
of James Augustin Brown Sherer, a grandson, and here we learn that Simeon was m Moser Scharer (1787 - 1826)
born of Elizabeth Maser, which is evidence that at least four of the children were by DA, SOENRTHUN 170 400

3 S Elizabett) Moser Scharer (1787 - 1826)*
her. Issue of Jacob is as follows. (Note facsimile of old letter)
Children:
T Gidean Parcy Scherer {1811 - 1861 )%

http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=grantpinnix&id=1122611
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Brothers: John Jacob Scherer

SCHERER, JOHN JACOB (1830-1919). John Jacob Scherer, teacher, was born near Rural Retreat, Wythe County,
Virginia, the son of Jacob and Elizabeth (Spoon) Scherer, on February 7, 1830. After some education in a country
school, he attended Virginia Collegiate Institute and Pennsylvania College, where he graduated in 1852. He accepted a
teaching position in the private school of a Judge Munger in San Felipe, Texas, but soon was teaching school in
Columbus. With his father and his brother, Gideon Scherer, Jacob organized Colorado College in Columbus under
the auspices of the Lutheran Church in 1857. All three of them taught in the college. On October 19, 1863, John
Jacob Scherer enlisted in the Confederate Army for a six-month period. He returned to Virginia in 1867 and there

was married to Elizabeth Katherine Killinger. They moved to Texas, where Scherer served as president of Colorado
College until 1873, when he left Texas to go back to Virginia; there he founded Marion College. He served as its

president until 1910 and remained as president emeritus until his death in 1919.

https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fsc07
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Brother: Gideon Scherer

SCHERER, GIDEON (1811-1861). Gideon Scherer, Lutheran minister and founder of Colorado College, was born
near Rural Retreat, Wythe County, Virginia, the son of Jacob and Elizabeth (Spoon) Scherer, on December 2, 1811.
He studied in a country school and probably received further formal training, for he was a practicing minister when,
about 1852, he and his wife decided to come to Texas to minister to German Lutheran immigrants. The Scherers
made their way by the Kanawha, Ohio, and Mississippi rivers to New Orleans, then to Galveston, and finally to
Columbus, where Scherer organized a church. He served as trustee for the congregation in the acquisition of a town
lot and the construction of a church building, which was completed by 1854. In 1857 he and his brother, John Jacob

Scherer, founded Colorado College in Columbus. Jacob Scherer, their father, who was also a minister and had come

to Columbus in 1854 at the age of sixty-nine, taught in the college until his death. Gideon had three sons and two
daughters. His wife died before 1860. In 1858 ill health compelled him to resign his ministry; he died in Columbus on
June 2, 1861.

https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fsc06
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What Clusters Does Michael Snavely Belong To?

Lutheran
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Good Reference Book

Communities of Kinship: Antebellum Families and the Settlement of the Cotton Frontier

Carolyn Earle Billingsley
University of Georgia Press, 2004 - History - 215 pages
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Trained as both a genealogist and a historian, Carolyn Earle Billingsiey shows how the analytic
category of kinship can add new dimensions to our understanding of the American South. In
Communities of Kinship, she studies a southern family—-that of Thomas Keesee Sr.---to show how

the biological, legal, and fictive kinship ties between him and some seven thousand of his
More »
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