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Case Study: Georgia Eva Baxter Payne
Who were her parents?



Start by gathering enough Information

Define who the person 
was

Differentiate her from 
other people



• 10 Jul 1880 She was born in 
North Carolina  (parents 
S.R. Baxter and Mary 
Alexander)

• ?? – She married J R Payne

• 3 Feb 1928 : She died in 
Crowder’s Mountain, 
Gaston County, North 
Carolina

• 3 Feb  1928: Buried in Kings 
Mountain, Cleveland, 
County, North Carolina





• Find the marriage record.  

• North Carolina marriage records list parents, from around that time list 
the parents.

Where does the data lead us?



• 10 Jul 1880 : birth, NC

• ?? – She married James R Payne

• 1903: Lela Payne born NC

• 1905: Boyce Payne born NC

• 1907: Jennie Payne born NC

• 1908: Floyd Payne born NC

• 1912: Thomas Payne born NC

• 1914: Robert Payne born NC

• 1917: Daisy Payne born NC

• 1920: Lives in Crowders Mtn, NC

• 3 Feb 1928 : Died (Crowders Mtn)

• 3 Feb 1928: Buried Kings Mtn, NC

1920 U.S. Census, Crowder’s Mountain, Gaston County, NC

When and where were Georgie and James likely married?

Probably between 1900 – 1902 in North Carolina, Gaston or 
Cleveland County



• 15 Nov 1879: James is born,  NC

• 10 Jul 1880 : birth, NC

• ?? – She married James R Payne

• 1903: Lela Payne born NC

• 1905: Boyce Payne born NC

• 1907: Jennie Payne born NC

• 1908: Floyd Payne born NC

• 1912: Thomas Payne born NC

• 1914: Robert Payne born NC

• 1917: Daisy Payne born NC

• 1920: Lives in Crowders Mtn, NC

• 5 Jan 1923: James R Payne Died 
Crowders Mtn. 

• Husband buried 5 Jan 1923, Kings Mtn

• 3 Feb 1928 : Died (Crowders Mtn)

• February(?) 1928: Buried Kings Mtn, NC



When and where were Georgie and James likely married?

Probably 1902 in North Carolina, Gaston or Cleveland County

• 15 Nov 1879: James is born,  NC

• 10 Jul 1880 : birth, NC

• 1902: She married James R Payne

• 1903: Lela Payne born NC
• 1905: James Boyce Payne born NC
• 1907: Jennie Payne born NC
• 1908: Floyd Payne born NC
• 1912: Thomas Payne born NC
• 1914: Robert Payne born NC
• 1917: Daisy Payne born NC

• 1920: Lives in Crowders Mtn, NC

• 5 Jan 1923: James R Payne Died Crowders
Mtn. 

• 3 Feb 1928 : Died (Crowders Mtn)

• February(?) 1928: Buried Kings Mtn, NC

1910 U.S. Census, Crowder’s Mountain, Gaston County, North Carolina



1930 U.S. Census, Crowder’s Mountain, Gaston County, NC
• 15 Nov 1879: James is born,  NC

• 10 Jul 1880 : birth, NC

• 1902: She married James R Payne

• 1903: Lela Payne born NC

• 1905: James Boyce Payne born NC

• 1907: Jennie Payne born NC

• 1908: Floyd Payne born NC

• 1912: Thomas Payne born NC

• 1914: Robert Payne born NC

• 1917: Daisy Payne born NC

• 1920: Lives in Crowders Mtn, NC

• 1920: Eva Payne born, NC

• 1922: Otto Payne Born, NC

• 5 Jan 1923: James R Payne Died Crowders
Mtn. 

• 3 Feb 1928 : Georgia Died (Crowders Mtn)



James and Georgie’s Marriage Record
• James’ parents are Tom 

and Lizzie Payne, both 
living

• (They are listed as Thomas 
Payne and Elizabeth Carrol 
on the Death Certificate)

• Georgie’s are unknown 
and unknown and both 
dead.

• Listed as S R Baxter and 
Mary Alexander on her 
death certificate



James and Georgie’s Marriage Record

• Who were the witnesses?

• B.R. Payseur, Co? McGinnis, Re??? Carroll



• So they were married October 18th, 1902 in Gaston County.

• Here parents are unknown and dead.

• If this is correct, her parents died before October 18th, 1902

James and Georgie’s Marriage Record



• There isn’t a S.R. Baxter in the 1900 census.

• Or the 1880 Census.

• I can’t find Georgie in the 1900 census.

• She was born in July  1880.  She won’t be in 1880.

• So now what?

• Maybe she had a brother or a sister.

It’s S.R and Mary Alexander, right?



• Obituaries that mention her.

• Death certificates for other Baxters with similarly named parents.

• Birth registers

Where Will I Find Siblings? 



Sarah Baxter Payseur



Guardianship Records for Georgia Eva Payne’s Children



Collateral Research

If you can’t find the evidence you are 
looking for in a direct line, start 
searching for people in that person’s 
life.

• We know that B.R. Payseur 
witnessed James and Georgie’s 
wedding

• We know that a B.R. Payseur 
married a Sarah Baxter.

• We know that B R Payseur became 
the guardian of Georgie’s children.

• We know that Sarah was the 
daughter of Peter F  and Mary 
Baxter.



• Who is the father of Georgia Eva Baxter Payne?

• What is the statement I want to prove or disprove?

Her father is S R Baxter.

Her father is Peter F Baxter.

So now what are we trying to prove?



1880 U.S. Census, North Brook, Lincoln County, NC

• We have P Frank Baxter and his wife Mary living with a daughter Sarah (born 
1874) and 2 sons.

• Sarah was born in 1874. 



• Peter and Mary were married March 26, 1874.  T.H. Baxter, D. M Alexander 
witnesses.

• Sarah was born in 9 Aug 1874. 

Peter and Mary Baxter Marriage Register



When did Peter and Mary die?

• Mary died in 1884; Peter died in 1897.

• On James and Georgia’s 1902 marriage certificate it states both parents are 
dead.

• Also, Peter remarried, about 1885.



We know that Peter died in 1887 most likely in Lincoln County, NC

Let’s look for probate record.

Now What?



Peter Franklin Baxter Estate Settlement



• Parents: S R Baxter, born NC 
and Mary Alexander, born NC

• Informant is Jennie Payne, of 
Kings Mountain, NC, daughter 
of Georgia

• Jennie was born 1907

• Her grandfather, Peter, died in 
1897

• Her grandmother, Mary, died in 
1884

Why was the Death Certificate wrong?





A Huddle in York County, South Carolina



What was Mary’s last name and who were her parents?



She had 8 children, 6 who had death certificates

• From census records we know she was born between 1845 and 1848
• Also, Mastin and Mary were married around 1863
• Oldest child born in 1865



She had 8 children, 6 who had death certificates



Her marker, says 1843 to 1911

Uses the initial  W in 
lots of deeds and some 
of her probate 
documents.



So where do I look for Mary Wood or Mary Wood Martin

So where was Mastin Turner in 1860?

Henderson County, NC

But he served in the 55th NC Infantry

He enlisted in 1861 or 1862 in  Shelby, 
which is in Cleveland County, NC



So where to look?

• Henderson County, NC
• Cleveland County, NC
• York County, SC

• In 1870, Mary  and Mastin lived in 
York County.

• So did Drury Turner, Mastin’s father
• So did all of Mastin’s brother and 

sisters except for one
• Shelby, NC is more or less right 

across the state line from York 
County



There is a Mary W Martin in York County in 1860













1830 US Census, York County, SC



Names from the 1834 York County, SC 
petition











York County, South Carolina about 1820







DNA Clusters



From The Hamrick Generations by S.C. Jones







DNA as a record: Genetic inheritance

• Humans have 22 autosomal 
chromosome pairs

• Exactly ½ is from your mother, the 
other ½ is from your father

• DNA recombines/shuffles before it is 
passed on



DNA is inherited from ancestors and passed on to descendants

Dad Mom

Mesister

son

husband



DNA as a record: You share DNA with your ancestors

My son has 50% of my DNA

He has about ~25% of my father’s DNA

He has ~12% of my grandmother’s DNA



The closer the relationship, the more likely that I inherited 
DNA from any particular ancestor

Close matches: 
People who 
share a 
common 
ancestor within 
7 or 8 
generations

Generations removed
Likelihood of 

inherited DNA

parents 100%

grandparents 100%

great-grandparents 100%

2
nd

-great-grandparents 100%

3
rd

-great-grandparents 100%

4
th

-great-grandparents 99.99%

5
th

-great-grandparents 99.5%

6
th

-great-grandparents 96%

7
th

-great-grandparents 84%

8
th

-great-grandparents 64%

Small chance that no 
DNA is inherited 
from 5th-great-
grandparents 
because their DNA 
could be shuffled 
out due to 
recombination



What can we learn from genetic relationships identified 
among millions of customers?

• Comparing all customers to all 
other customers creates a 
genetic network

• Never before has such a large 
genetic network been created

genetic data from AncestryDNA® database



A network of genetic relationships between AncestryDNA® customers

Dots are DNA customers*

Lines are genetic relationships between 
them

*only customers who have consented to participate in 
research



Finding Genetic Communities



Find communities in the genetic network that represent 
recent historical populations

Community detection algorithm 
identifies clusters of individuals who 
share more DNA with each other than 
with other individuals

Communities are not just based DNA 
alone, but the relationships between 
people FIX



We repeatedly run a 
community detection 
algorithm on populations to 
detect  increasingly fine-
scale population structure

Hierarchical Community Detection



Annotating Genetic Communities



Who are the members 
of each Genetic 
Community?

?



Think about where your people are from

• Amherst, Rockbridge

• Wythe, Smyth, Grayson

• York, SC; Cleveland, NC

• Lincoln, NC







Community’s enriched birth locations of ancestors born 1850 - 1910

Genetic Community members’ ancestors share birth 
locations







Migration maps tell a essential part of a Community’s 
identity
• In the US, asking your 

grandparents where they came 
from is asking for a migration 
story

• The Genetic Communities process 
produces data-driven migration 
stories that align with history 
books and family stories

• The maps are nuanced and reveal 
large and small patterns



Location Clusters





Woods Map of 1821





Woods Map of 1821



What Do We Notice?



1820 US Federal Census, Wythe County



1820 Wythe County Tax List



1822 Wythe County Tax Lists – List of Ordinary Licenses 



Who are the members of 
each Genetic Community?

?



Types of Cluster Research



Ancestors

• Genealogy focuses on building 
the tree.

• Moving back one generation at 
a time.

• We document when and where 
they were born, married and 
died.

• You can think of your tree, or 
your direct ancestors, as one 
cluster that you belong to.



Cluster Research

• But that is just one cluster.

• Everyone belongs to many groups 
or clusters of people.

• Pick a group your ancestor 
belonged to.   Don’t think of it as 
just a label. 

• Research it and other people in it.
Group of children in the kindergarten school composed of the cotton mill people. Even 
during the play the mill is ever in the back ground. Dallas Cotton Mill. Location: Dallas, 
Texas. Photo by Lewis Wickes Hine, October 1913. Courtesy of Library of Congress



Cluster Research

• These children either worked in the 
Dallas Cotton Mill, went to school 
there or more likely both.

• Don’t think of Dallas Cotton Mill as 
just a event or label.

• It applied to a group of people who 
shared an experience.

Group of children in the kindergarten school composed of the cotton mill people. Even 
during the play the mill is ever in the back ground. Dallas Cotton Mill. Location: Dallas, 
Texas. Photo by Lewis Wickes Hine, October 1913. Courtesy of Library of Congress



Three common types of cluster research

• Collateral research

• Descendancy research

• FAN research

San Augustine, Texas. Farm family in town on Saturday 
morning. Photo by John Vanchon, Apr 1943.  Courtesy of 
Library of Congress.



Who are your collateral relatives?

Your collateral relatives are 
anyone you share an ancestor 
with, but is not a direct 
ancestor.

Cousins, aunts, uncles, nieces 
or nephews.

Could you match them on a 
DNA chart? Then they are a 
collateral relative.



Research the entire family

• When doing research, do the 
entire family.

• Don’t ignore the siblings of the 
person you are researching.

• Document their vitals and 
families as well.



Descendancy research

Descendancy research goes down, not up.

Pick a couple in your tree, and document all known descendants.



FAN: Friends, Acquaintances, Neighbors

“…many successful researchers live by the FAN 
Principle: When those we study left no 
document to handily supply the information we 
seek, we often find it in the records created by 
members of their FAN Club—their Friends, 
Associates, and Neighbors.”

-- Elizabeth Shown Mills, QuickLesson 11: 
Identity Problems and the FAN Principle

https://www.evidenceexplained.com/content/quicklesson-11-identity-problems-fan-principle

https://www.evidenceexplained.com/content/quicklesson-11-identity-problems-fan-principle


Cluster Research

• But it is more than just find the 
record or pieces of information 
that help us document our 
ancestors.

• It helps us put our ancestors into 
context and understand them.

• It’s a different thing to be a child 
who works in the mill than a child 
whose parents own the mill. Group of children in the kindergarten school composed of the cotton mill people. Even 

during the play the mill is ever in the back ground. Dallas Cotton Mill. Location: Dallas, 
Texas. Photo by Lewis Wickes Hine, October 1913. Courtesy of Library of Congress



What documents should you be looking at?

• Documents that establish relationships between people.

• Familial and otherwise.



What documents should you be looking at?

Documents that tell us about 
groups of people.



Discovering the Clusters in Your Tree



Types of Clusters
• Immediate family

• Cousins

• Spouse’s family

• Neighbors

• Church members

• Military units

• Socio-economic

• People at an event

• Buried in  Cemetery

• Living in a town or county

• OccupationIt's not exactly the French Quarter, but people still line the streets, awaiting the 
big Mardi Gras parade, Texas style, in little Bandera, the "Cowboy Capital of 
Texas," west of San Antonio, Texas.  Photo by Carol M Highsmith, 22 Feb 2014. 
Courtesy of Library of Congress.



Michael Snavely Blanche Mary Secrest

• Born Dec 1848 in Smyth County, 
Virginia, 4th of 5 children

• Moved from Virginia to Texas, 
most likely in 1855, age 7.

• Married in Colorado County, Texas, 
age 29

• Died in Texas, likely Caldwell 
County, age 63

• Born 25 Jan 1861, in Colorado 
County, Texas, 2nd of 10 children

• Always lived in Texas

• Married in Colorado County, 
Texas, age 18

• Died in San Marcos, Hays, Texas, 
age 99





Natchez Trace Parkway

https://www.nps.gov/natr/planyourvisit/placestogo.htm

https://www.nps.gov/natr/planyourvisit/placestogo.htm


Census Work: 1900

1900: Luling, Caldwell, Texas, Mike L Snavely, dwelling 268, family 279

Household of Mike L Snavely (Dec 1828, 51, VA, W), tin smith, rents home; wife, Blanch Secrest (Jan 1861, 39, 
TX, W), keeping house; married 21 years; 2/2 children living: Larkin L (Oct 1881, 16, TX, W) post office clerk, 
Robert E (Sep 1889, 10, TX, W), at school; also in household: John Secrest, ( Nov 1877, 22, TX, W)(Blanch’s
brother), carpenter; Lottie Strickland, (Sep 1880, 19, TX, W) (Mike’s niece), school teacher

Both Mike and John had been out of work 6 months in the last year.

No other Secrests or Snavelys in Caldwell County.

Only one other group of tin workers, no known relation.



1880: Weimar, Colorado, Texas, Mike L Snavely, dwelling 55, family 53

Household of Mike L Snavely (29, VA, W), tinner; wife, Blanch Secrest (18, TX, W), keeping house; both can read/write

Other Households nearby: H Z Windrow (30, TX, W), postmaster; R H Hunsberger (39, PA, W), tinner; Frank Shetmatten (25, TX, W), 
furniture manufacturer; H C Carey (45, MI, W), baker; Thos J Grace (49, TN, W) , cotton buyer; George Bishop (40, NY, W) (b-i-l, 
married to Mattie Secrest, Blanch’s sister), carpenter;

Census Work: 1880



Surname Clusters



Census Work: 1880 (tinner cluster)

Sarah E Jones is the former Sarah Elizabeth Snavely, sister of Michael



Census Work: 1880 (born in VA cluster)



Census Work: 1870

1870: Columbus Precinct 1, Colorado, Texas, Jasper Newton 
Binkley, dwelling 29, family 31

Mike L Snavely is living in the household of Jasper Binkley who is a Manufacturer of Tin 
Ware.  Mike Snavely is one of 3 men in the household who are Tin Smiths.

Household of Jakrent Binkley (25, TN, W); children: Deliah [Cordelia] (20, TN, W), James E (13, TN, 
W), William A (9, TX, W) , Fred S (4, TX, W); Manufacturer of Tin Ware; $2500 real estate, $2000 
personal; James is attending school; family can read and write

Also in household:

Mary B Nash, (no age given, TX, W)

Amanda Nash (?) (35, TN, B), housekeeping; can’t read/write

Mike J Carrell (25, KY, W),  tin smith, no real estate/personal property, can read/write

Mike L Snavely (21, VA, W), tin smith, no real estate/personal property, can read/write

George Holeman (19, AL, W), tin smith, no real estate/personal property, can read/write



1870 Households around Mike Snavely

• James R Muckkerry (37, TN, W), retired good merchant 
$4500/$9000

• John W Harbert (36, TN, W), retired farmer, $3000/$500 

• John D Campbell (28, TN, W), retired merchant, $2000/ $250

• Levi W Kelly (41, TN, W), carpenter, $200/$100

• Horace H Haskell (40, TN, W), Constable Precinct #1, $1000/$2000

• Thomas Nash (32, VA, W), clerk store

• Joseph P Harris (28, TX, W), no profession, $1250/$200

• William J Dardin (45, VA, W), lawyer, $2000/$500

• Andrew Gallilee (30, VA, W), black smith

• James M Cummins (43, TN, W), retired farmer, $2000/$300;



Census Work: 1870

1870 Manf Sch: Columbus, Colorado, Texas, J N Binkley



Census Work: 1860

1860 Manf Sch: Precinct 1, Colorado, Texas, J N Binkley



What Clusters Does Michael Snavely Belong To?



MyTreeTags™



MyTreeTags™



MyTreeTags™



MyTreeTags™



MyTreeTags™



Leah Scherer



Father: John Jacob Scherer

http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=grantpinnix&id=I122611

http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=grantpinnix&id=I122611


Brothers: John Jacob Scherer

https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fsc07

https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fsc07


Brother: Gideon Scherer

https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fsc06

https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fsc06


Journey to Texas

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mississippi_River

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mississippi_River


What Clusters Does Michael Snavely Belong To?


